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CHAPTER EIGHTYTWO
The Greatness of Visnu's Devotees

Parvati said:

1. O lord of the universe, O master, tell what are said to be
the characteristics of Visnu’s devotees, and what is their impor-
tance.

Mahadeva said:

2-9. Since he belongs to Visnu, he is looked upon as a
follower (or devotee) of Visnu. Brahma should be known as the
source of all and as one who has taken up a form. From him
brihmanas, masters of the Vedas, are born. They should be
known as Visnu’s devotees and never the others. He who poss-
esses purity, truth, forgiveness, who is free from attachment and
hatred, who knows the ideas contained in the Vedic lore, is
known as a devotee of Visnu. He who is always engaged in
keeping the sacred fire, who always honours his guests, who is
devoted to his father and mother, is called a devotee of Visnu.
He who is having the virtue of compassion, who is averse to
sins, who is marked with a conch and a disc, is called Visnu’s
devotee. He who wears a garland round his neck, who always
utters (the name of) Rama with his mouth, who would always
devotedly sing (Visnu’s praise), is said to be Visnu’'s devotee.
Those men who are always devoted to the Puranas, who are
always engaged in (performing) sacrifices, should be known to
be Visnu’s devotees, and are dear to all sects. Those sinful men
who censure them, repeatedly go to (i.e. are born in) bad stocks
after their death.

10-17. Those brahmanas who always honour the image
named Gopala, fashioning it from a metal only with four
hands, and well decorated, worship it, are known to enjoy
religious merit. Those brahmanas who after having fashioned
an image (of Visnu) from stone and called Krsna and beautiful
in form, worship it, should be known to be of meritorious forms.
Where there is the Sa‘,lagré.ma stone, where there is the stone
from Dvaraka, or where there is the combination of these two,
there is salvation. There is no doubt about this. If after install-
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ing the image with (i.e. to the accompaniment of) a hymn, one
worships it, then that worship gives a crorefold merit. It leads
to religious merit, acquisition of worldly prosperity, satisfaction
of sensual desires and salvation. Devotion of nine kinds? should
be shown for Visnu. Therefore, you should make the image of
stone or metal. Devotees should meditate upon it and worship
it. A devotee should offer to the image worship with kingly
attendance. One should always remember lord Vispu, the soul
of all, the only refuge of the helpless and the poor, and the
cause of the cxistence of the worlds. One should always remem-
ber (Visnu), destroyer of great sins, (as present) in that image
and say ‘This is Gopila, so also Krsna, and Rama.’

18-30. He who worships (the lord) properly, isa man of
the lord. The best men, the followers of Visnu, should fashion
the form (of the image) like that as was taken up by Kesava (i.e.
Krsna or Vispu) in Gokula. A wise man should fashion his
form for self-gratification. By (doing) this, ample devotion is
produced. There is no doubt about this. In that image should
be fashioned especially a conch, a disc, a mace and (other)
weapons of Visnu according to (proper) measure. One should
get fashioned an image having four arms, two eyes, holding a
conch, a disc and a mace, wearing a yellow garment, beautiful,
very large, wearing a garland of wood-flowers, and with bright
ear-rings of lapis lazuli, having gems on the crown, and
always shining with Kaustubha. (It should be) of gold, silver,
copper or brass. (He should) get it installed especially by best
brahmanas with Vedic hymns as given in the sacred texts. After
that it should be worshipped according to the (injunctions in)
holy texts. The worship should be duly offered with hymns and

-in sixteen ways? of doing homage. When Visnu is worshipped, all
deities are worshipped. Therefore, the great lord should be
worshipped in this way. The god without beginning and end,

1. Navadha Bhakti—Listening to the praise of Vispu, narration of his
virtues, remembering him, serving his feet, worshipping him, saluting him,
servitude to him, his friendship, and offering oneself to him.

2. Sodasopacdra—Sixteen ways of doing homage to a deity etc: Offering a
seat, reception, offering water for washing feet, for rinsing the month,
respectful offering, giving water for sipping, madhuparka, bath, garments,
ornaments, sandal, flowers, inoense, lamp, eatables, salutation.
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holding a conch, a disc, a mace, and the lord of all gives every-
thing to his followers, of the nature of merit. Asis Visnu, so is
Siva. There is absolutely no difference between the two. O
goddess, knowing like this, the fashioning of the images of both
should be done. There is no doubt that he who worships Siva
and is given to censuring Visnu, lives in the Raurava hell. I am
Visnu, I am Rudra, I am Brahma, the grandsire. I repeatedly

and constantly live in all beings.

Parvati said:

31. O Maheévara, tell me properly about the characteris-
tics of those who are said to be the servants and followers and

devotees of Visnu?

Mahadeva said:

32-39. Sadras are his servants, Narada and others are his
followers, and O daughter of the (Himalaya) Mountain, Prah-
lada, Ambarisa and others are his devotees. He who is always
engaged in a rite in-honour of the Supreme Being, who recites
the Vedas and the Vedangas, and has the marks of a conch and
a disc is said to be a Vaigpava. That §idra who is always
engaged in serving brahmanas, who always worships Visnu, and
listens generally to the Puranas that are acceptable to the Vedas,
is said to be Visnu’s servant, O daughter of the (Himalaya)
Mountain. He who resorts to (i.e. looks upon himself as a child
of) five years and is devoted in many ways, is called Visnu’s
devotee, and is approved of among (i.e. by) all good men. O
you beautiful young lady, Dhruva and others, so also Ambarisa
and others aresaid to be devotees of all times by the sages. In
the Kali age $iidras very much devoted to meditation on Visnu,
are most blessed. They enjoy happiness in this world, and go to
the eternal (position) of Visnu. That sidra who has the marks
of a conch and a disc, and who is devoted to Visnu, and who
celebrates especially the four festivals, is the servant of Visnu,

as it is seen and heard.
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CHAPTER EIGHTYTHREE

The Swing Festival

Parvati said:

1-3. O Mahesvara, tell me about the rites (performed) in all
months. A great festival is to be celebrated (in these months).
Which is the accepted manner (in which the festival is to be
celebrated)? O lord of gods, tell me which the deity is who is
to be worshipped, what his greatness would be, and on which
day (of the month) it is to be performed. What is told to the
devotees of Visnu of meritorious deeds about the month? I am
blessed, I am fortunate, I am lucky on the earth, that I (shall)
hear the story of Visnu (from you) by seeing you and coming in
your contact.

Siva said:

4-18. 1 shall, O sinless one, tell you the mode of the festi-
vals, hearing which you will be delighted as by songs and
musical instruments. First, especially on the Ekadasi of the
bright fortnight of the very auspicious month of Caitra one
should worship (Visnu) mounted on a swing. O goddess, one
should always devoutly celebrate the festival according to the
rule. They (who) see Krsna, remover of the blemishes of the
Kali age, mounted upon the swing, are, O daughter of the
(Himalaya) Mountain, free from thousands of offences. The sins
committed during crores of existences remain as long as one
would not swing god (Visnu), the lord of the universe, the
master of the universe. Those who in the Kali age see Janardana
mounted upon the swing, are freed even though (they have
committed) the sin of killing a cow. What then can be said
about others? Gods, along with Rudra, being delighted at the
swing festival, jubilantly dance, sing, and play upon musical
instruments in the courtyard. Sages, the attendants of Siva,
gandharvas, the groups of the celestial nymphs like Rambha,
so also the serpents led by Vasuki, so also deities and chief
gods, desiring to see Visnu come to the swing (festival). On the
swing (festival) day in the vernal season beings are present for
(i.e. at the time of) the swing festival, and O great goddess, those
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belonging to a heavenly stock also certainly go (there) when (the
image of) Krsna is (placed) on the swing. Seeing Visnu on the
swing, there is a festival for the three worlds. Therefore, giving
up a hundred other occupations celebrate a festival on the swing
(festival) day. Prahlida comes there. Visnu mounts on the
swing, O great goddess. Remembering him who grants a boon
(one should celebrate the festival). Those who keep awake (on
that night) remembering Krsna on the swing, receive the fruit of
all their religious merit in a moment. Those who see Visnu on
the swing in the spring, being saluted by the god of gods, play
with Visnu. One seeing (the image of) the god facing the south
and mounted on the swing, O goddess, is free from (the sin of)
the murder of a brahmana on seeing Visuu (just) once. ‘Om, we
know the god mounted on the swing. We think of Madhava.
May that god urge us on’. This is the worship with the Gayatri
(hymn).

19-34. ‘Repeated salutations to Madhava, Govinda, Sri-
kantha’. The worship should be done to the accompaniment of
the hymn and according to the rule. Being composed he should
give a gift to his preceptor according to his capacity. He should
devoutly sing (the praise) of Visnu; then the (worship) will be
complete. O you beautiful lady, what is the use of repeatedly
saying other things? Visnu remaining on the swing removes all
sins, He, worshipped properly by men, always gives everything.
Where (Visnu) remains on the swing, gods, and kinnaras with
gandharvas come there. There is no doubt about this. There he
should worship Visnu with the hymn, Om, Namo Bhagavate
Vasudevaya (‘Om, Salutation to the lord Vasudeva’). With this
hymn he should worship (Visnu). He should do the worship
according to the rule and in sixteen ways of doing homage (to
Visnu) . All his desires for virtue, material welfare etc. would
certainly get fulfilled. O you of a good vow, all that like the
assignment of (the various parts of) the body, hand etc., should
be done with (i.e. to the accompaniment) of this hymn. The
festival should be celebrated with the hymn as told in the holy
text. He should keep (the image of) the deity (Vispu) along with
Laksmi on the swing. In front of (the image of) the deity he
should install (the images of) Narada etc.—the divine sages. So
also the devotees like Visvaksena should always be installed in
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the front. The wise one should wave the light with the sound of
five musical instruments. O goddess, in every watch he should
be carefully worshipped. He should offer him respectful ®offering
with coconuts and white banana plants. He should be carefully
worshipped, O goddess. ‘O god of gods, O lord of the world, O
holder of a conch, a disc and a mace, accept the worship. Favour
me.” The remnants of the offering should be given to Visnu’s
devotees. The devotees of Visnu should play upon musical
instruments and dance there. Then especially the swinging (of
the swing) should be done. O goddess, all the holy and sacred
places that are there on the earth, come there to witness (the
festival) on that day. Knowing like this, O goddess, the great
festival should be celebrated. O you daughter of the (Himalaya)
Mountain, brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas, $iidras and all other
castes should be looked upon to be holding a conch, a disc, a
mace.

CHAPTER EIGHTYFOUR
The Damanaka Festival

Mahadeva said:

1-19. In this month of Caitra itself, the Damanaka festival
should be celebrated; and especially on the twelfth day the rite
should be properly performed. (This festival) meritorious and
enhancing the joy of the people, should be devoutly celebrated
by the devotees of Visnu. The blossom of Damanaka that has
originated from the joy of gods should be offered by the devo-
tees, the followers of Visnu, desiring the fruit of the entire wor-
ship on the twelfth day of the bright half of Caitra, O daughter
of the (Himalaya) Mountain. With the mind fixed on the great
festival a man should celebrate it with great devotion. O you
sinless one, having first gone to a grove, (a man) should worship
(the deity) with Rati, according to the preceptor’s order (say-
ing), ‘Salutation to you, O Kdmadeva, deluding all. I shall look
out (for you) for Visnu. (Please) favour me.” He (i.e. his image)
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should be brought home to the accompaniment of the sounds
of singing and musical instruments. O best among the gods,
Visnu’s devotees should devoutly worship him at night after
preliminary consecration of his image at night. Then before
him (i.e. his image) an auspicious circle should be drawn all
round. Then he should install him there with Rati. The wise
one should (then) cover the image with a white (piece of) cloth;
and should place damanaka. The best brihmanas, the devotees
of Visnu, should perform the worship there only. ‘Klirh, saluta-
tion to Kamadeva. Hrir, salutation to Rati also.” A wise man,
after installing (the image of) Kandarpa in the quarter of Indra
(i.. the east), should worship (the image). O chief among gods,
at night offering of sandal, flowers, so also incense, lamp, waving of
lights should be devoutly and in the proper manner done. (Saying)
‘Salutation to Madana’ (he should) worship in the east. (Saying)
‘Salutation to Manmatha’ (he should) worship in the south-east.
(Saying) ‘Salutation to Kandarpa’ (he should worship) in the
south. (Saying) ‘Salutation to Ananga’ (he should worship) in
the raksa (i.e. the south-west) direction. (Saying) ‘Salutation to
him whose body was reduced to ash’ (he should worship) in the
west. (Saying) ‘Salutation to Smara’ (he should worship) in the
north-east. (Saying) ‘Salutation to I$vara’ (he should worship)
in the north. (Saying) ‘Salutation to Puspa-biana’ (i.e. having
arrows of flowers) (he should worship) in the north-cast. In all
the four directions he should worship (the image of) him. Then
worshipping damanaka with sacred rice grains, incense, lamps,
offerings of eatables, tambiilas, he should salute damanaka after
consecrating it with the recitation done one hundred and eight
times of the Kdma-Gayatri (hymn): ‘We know that Purusa,
Kéamadeva. We reflect on him. May that Ananga urge us on’.
(Then he should say:) ‘Salutation to Puspabana giving joy to
the world; (salutation) to Manmatha, the eye of the world, and
to him who delights Rati. Salutation to you, O god of gods. O Sri
Visvesa (i.e. thelord of the universe), salutation to you. Salutation
to you, O lord of Rati; salutation to you, O ornament of the uni-
verse. O lord of the world, salutation to you. Salutation to you,
O origin of everything.” With such various types of hymns, espe-
cially with those that are told in the sacred texts, Janardana,
along with Laksmi, should be carefully worshipped. Then the
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wise (man) should report the act (to the lord), and keep awake.
(He should say), ‘O god of gods, O lord of the world, O you who
give the desired objects, O you dear to Kamesvari, O Visnu, fulfil
the desire in my heart’. Srinivasa, Jagannatha (i.e. Visnu) who
desires the good of his devotees, should be carefully worshipped
with many such hymns. He should offer damanaka to deities
like Laksmi and Visnu. Then (he should offer) a great worship
with incense etc. And a great festival should be celebrated with
songs, musical instruments, dancing etc. A pitcher is placed
before the deity. Having poured water from the pitcher on the
feet of the deity, he should have water-sport on that day. Then
he should devoutly worship his preceptor with garments, orna-
ments and money. Then he should eat along with his kinsmen
—the devotees of Visnu.

Mahadeva said:

20-31. Then he should worship Visnu with damanaka-
sprouts. When Visnu is worshipped, I am always worshipped.
O goddess, on seeing the damanaka festival, he who has killed
a brahmana, or snatched away gold, or is a drunkard, or eats
flesh, is freed from the sin. O goddess, those good devotees of
Visnu who have worshipped the deity with damanaka, with
damanaka-sprout, have visited all the sacred places. He who
has worshipped Visnu with a (damanaka-)sprout, has studied
the Vedas, all holy texts, and maintained the sacred fire. His
family—whether of a brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya, sidra or (of)
any other (caste)—is lucky, is said to be very lucky. Being born
in a family in which the damanaka festival is celebrated, is
blessed. So also he who has worshipped Visnu. O goddess,
having worshipped (Vispu) with damanaka when spring has
arrived, he gets the fruit of the gift of a thousand cows. He who
would with great devotion worship Visnu with jasmine flowers
in the spring, would obtain salvation. Maruka and damanaka ins-
tantly pleased Visnu. Therefore, the best men, Visnu’s devotees,
should worship (Vispu with these). When he has worshipped
Visnu, he has made (a gift of) a thousand cows, has given his
daughter (in marriage to a worthy groom), has given the gift of
the earth. Of him who, having taken but one damanaka-sprout,
worships the lord of gods when spring has come, O daughter
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of the (Himalaya) Mountain,I do not know the measure of his
religious merit. He having four arms enjoys the fruits of merit,
worldly objects, sensual desires here (i.e. in this world) and in
the next world, and enjoys Visnu’s position.

CHAPTER EIGHTYFIVE

The Sayana Festival of Visnu

Mahadeva said:

1-11. A devotee of Visnpu should devoutly and with joy
worship and celebrate the festival of the lord of the world lying
in water on the full-moon day of Vaisakha. Having had songs,
(having played upon) musical instruments, having danced and
celebrated the auspicious great festival, he should, being
delighted, see the best god on the Ekadasi (day). Devoutly
singing a song in praise of Visnu, he should celebrate the auspi-
cious festival. ‘O lord of gods, lie in this water. When, O lord
of gods, you are asleep, the world also is asleep.” On the advent
of the rainy season, those men who put Visnu in water, have no
torment in hell, O best goddess. The bed called Visnu, should
be made in a golden vessel, or a silver vessel, or a copper
vessel, O best goddess. Or it should be made in an earthen
vessel. Having put there cold water made fragrant, the wise
man should install in that water (the image of) Visnu. The
image should have the name of Gopala or of Rama. Or espe-
cially a Salagrama stone should be installed. Or an image of
that stone (should be put). Its merit is unending. As long as
the earth, the people on it, the moon and the sun are there, no
one in his family would be a hellish being. Therefore, O great
goddess, he should worship Visnu in water. The man, free from
torment, would exist till the final deluge. During the time of
Jyestha and Asiagha he should worship Visnu covered with a
Tulasi leaf in very cold water.

12-20. Those who worship Vispu remaining in water with
various flowers during the time of Jyestha and Asagdha, are free
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from Yama’s torment. As water is most dear to Visnu, as he
lies in water, as he likes water, so, especially in summer, (a
man) should worship Visnu remaining in water. He who, safter
making the image of Silagrima stone of the deity lie in water,
has worshipped it, would emancipate his family. He, O beauti-
ful one, who has devoutly worshipped Visnu in water when the
Sun is in Cancer (the fourth sign of the Zodiac), or especially
when he is in Gemini (the third sign of the Zodiac), and he who
has offered worship to the lord remaining and lying in water,
has performed crores of hundreds of sacrifices. Those men who
in the month called Madhava (i.e. Vaisakha) worship (the image
of) Visnu after putting it in water are gods on the earth. He
who having prepared (the mixture of) sandal and water in a
pot, would put (into it the image of) Visnu, and worship it at
night on Dvadasi, would get salvation. These five—one who
has no faith, one of a sinful mind, an atheist, one whose doubt
has not been removed, and one who acts from a (selfish) motive—
do not enjoy the fruit of the worship. In the same way, O great
goddess, a man who everyday worships the lord of the world
while he is in water, is freed from great sins.

21-30. O chief goddess, the worship to him is said to be
offered with (i.e. to the accompaniment of) the hymn, ‘Om,
Hrim, Hrirmh, salutation to Rama. Om, Klim, salutation to
Krsna, Govinda, dear to the cowherdesses’. With this hymn, O
daughter of the (Himalaya) Mountain, he should consecrate the
water. (He should say:) ‘O god of gods, O noble one, O you
having the mark of Srivatsa, O great god, salutation to you. O
cause of the world, salutation to you. O god, accept the respect-
ful offering and always give me salvation’. With flowers of
various kinds he should worship Visnu. Free from all troubles
he would be absorbed into Visnu. Being very much concentrated
he should keep awake on Dvadasi. He should devoutly worship
the immutable and inexhaustible god, Visnu. Those who are
intent on devotion and desire devotion should celebrate the
festival called Vispu(-festival) in the month of VaiSikha. He
should perform the rites in it as told inthe holy texts. When
this is done, O great goddess, it is equal to the fruit of a crore of
sacrifices. He being free from attachment and hatred and turning
away great delusion, goes to the eternal (position) of Vispu
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after having enjoyed happiness in the world. A brahmana who
on the earth devoutly celebrates (this) festival, gets free from
sins, and certainly goes to Vaikuntha. A man deprived of Vedic
studies and without the study of holy texts gets Visnu’s position
on having devotion for Vispu. He would be delighted in self,
would always be free, and would have conquered his self. He
goes to Vispu’s position (and remains there) as long as the

Moon and the Sun (exist).

CHAPTER EIGHTYSIX

The Investiture of the Sacred Thread

Mahadeva said:

1-19. When the month of Srivana comes the rite of the
investiture of the sacred thread should be performed, having
done which divine devotion is produced. O Parvati, the wise
ones should perform, with faith, Visnu’s investiture of the sacred
thread. (By doing that) his worship in the rainy season becomes
complete. On Visnu’s investiture of the sacred thread one gets
pleasure. One would get various pleasures on having always
properly worshipped Visnu. Having brought a thread, a gar-
ment spun by a brahmana woman (he should do the rite). Or
he should use there (i.e. for this rite) thread spun by himself. Or
similarly he should get a thread spun by a good $iidra woman.
Or he should properly have one through sale. The rite of the
investiture (of the thread) should be done with silken cloth only.
So also (the sacred thread for) god Visnu should be made of
silver. Or, O chief goddess, it should be especially made of gold
according to the rule. In the absence of all metals the wise ones
-should take (a cotton) thread. The thread reaching the feet is
said to be the best. The one up to the knees (is said to be)
middling. The one reaching the navel (is said to be) inferior. A
wise one should have the investiture (of any one of these
threads). The thread should have the knots numbering the days
of the year, or half the number, or one hundred and eight. O
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Parvati, it is also proper (to have one) having half the number.
On the phallus it is known as linga, and should be accompanied
by Ganga and the serpents. O goddess, on the image the sacred
thread should be of wood flowers. It should be prepared beauti-
fully, by which Visnu is pleased. One good sacred thread called
gandha should always be prepared by men, Visnu’s devotees, and
it should have only onestrand. In the same way the thread sacred
to the deity Vispuis also said to be (so) for the gods. So also
(for) the devotees like Ambarisa and Dhruva. Then, O Parvati,
sacred threads should be offered here (i.e. in this rite). The first
day is recommended for investiture with the sacred thread of
Kubera. The second is said to be the best of days for goddess
Laksmi. The third for you, and the fourth for Gajanana. The
fifth is for the Moon, and the sixth for Kartikeya. The seventh
is said (i.e. recommended) for the Sun; for Durga the eighth is
told, the ninth for the divine mothers and similarly the tenth is
(recommended) for Yama. The eleventh is (recommended) for
all (deities), and the twelfth for Vispu. The thirteenth is for
Madana, and the fourteenth is said to be for Sarva. Similarly
the fifteenth (day of the fortnight) is recommended for Brahma’s
worship.

20-27. These are said to be the proper days of investiture
with the sacred thread. Twelve is said to be inferior. Double
(the number) is said to be middling; and thrice the number (i.e.
thirtysix) is said to be the number of knots on the sacred thread.
Have it dyed with camphor and saffron, sandal and turmeric.
Having dyed all this, and having put itin a new casket, all
those should be placed like a deity (at the place) where the
worship of the deity (is to be performed). First, worship of the
deity should be done. (Then) garment with the thread (should
be put on). After the sacred thread is put on, the worship is
said to be done. In the sacred threads the deities would be in
proximity. Brahma, Vispu, and Rudra are the three deities of
the sacred thread. Kriya, Paurusi, Vira, the fourth (being)
Aparajita, Jaya and Vijaya, Muktida, so also Sadasiva, the
ninth (is) Manonmani, and the tenth Sarvatomukhi—these are
the deities of the knots. He should install them on the threads.
Then with (appropriate) finger position according to the rule of
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the holy texts, he shouldinvoke them. This issaid to be properly
placing them in proximity.

28-35. The placing in proximity is done by the finger posi-
tion (called) sannidhi-mudra. Then having protected them with
(the finger position called) raksa (i.e. protection)-mudra and
having immortalised them with (the finger position called) dhenu-
mudra he should bring them before the deity. Taking water
from the pitcher he should sprinkle them with hymns from the
sacred texts. The sprinkling (should be done) with the hymn:
‘Klim, to Krsna’. Then having offered sandal, incense, eatables,
having given tambiila etc., having worshipped the deities of the
sacred thread in the sixteen ways of doing homage, having
incensed the fragrant sacred thread, and facing the deity he
should consecrate it with (the finger position) called ramaskara-
mudra (i.e. mudra of salutation): ‘O Mahadeva, with the goddess
and attendants etc. you are invited by means of these hymns.
O lord Visnu, come along with the regents of quarters and
attendants for the fulfilment of the rite. In the morning we shall
worship you. Be constantly in the proximity.” Having put in
the morning that sandal and sacred thread at the feet of god
Raghava, Visnu, and having performed his rite(s) and with the
repetition three times of the words, ‘This is an auspicious day’
and with the preliminary religious rite and with words of victory
and with the auspicious sounds of bells, musical instruments
and of drums he should offer the worship. He should worship in
the proper order: first the seniormost, then the middling and
(lastly) the inferior. With the hymn ‘We know Vasudeva, we
think of god Visnu; may the god urge us on’, or with his own
hymns he should offer the great delightful worship, having
offered which Visnu, the soul, is pleased. All round illumination
should be done according to the rule. The wise man should also
get prepared four kinds of food. O beautiful one, then the
sacred threads that are worshipped should be given (to brah-
manas). Then he should especially worship his teacher with
devotion. The great preceptor should be worshipped with the
rite (of offering) garments and ornaments. After having wor-
shipped his preceptor he should wear the sacred thread. Then
having given tambiilas to those who are Visnu’s devotees and a
full oblation to Agni, he should report theact to Srinivasa, Sri
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Krsna. (He should say:) ‘O Vispu, may that (actof having)
worshipped you without the (proper) hymns, the (proper) acts,
and without devotion, be certainly well completed’. Then having
called (his relatives) he should eat the cooked food with his
dear relatives, Visnu’s devotees, and brahmanas. Those best
brahmanas who listen to this divine worship are free from all
sins and go to the highest position of Vispu.

36-41. There is no doubt that as long as the Moon shines,
the Sun shines, he who has investiture of the sacred thread shines
like them. On having the investiture with the sacred thread all
the gifts and restraints that there are on the earth, become per-
fect. This rite of the investiture of the sacred thread is the king
of festivals. A killer of a brahmana is purified by it. No doubt
should be raised about this. O daughter of the (Himélaya)
Mountain, what is said is the truth, the (absolute) truth. The
religious merit that is said (to result) from the investiture of the
sacred thread is also said (to be had) from seeing it. O noble
one, the Sidras who have devoutly performed this rite of the
investiture of the sacred thread, are said to be most fortunate.
I am lucky, I am blessed, I am fortunate, (as) the devotion I

had for Visnu, gives salvation.

CHAPTER EIGHTYSEVEN
Monthly Offering of Flowers to Visnu

Mahesvara said:

1-13. In Caitra Visnu who removes sufferings should be
carefully worshipped with campaka or jasmine flowers. One
should worship the lord of the worlds, the lord of the lords of
all, viz. Visnu, with damanaka, maruka, and bilva flowers. Or
(one) being very calm, should (worship him) with divine, red
lotuses. O chief goddess, men worship Visnu in the month of
Caitra. O goddess, and in Vai§akha the great lord should
always be worshipped. He who has devoutly worshipped Visnu,
taking (i.e. with) a ketaki-leaf, when the Sun is in the sign
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Taurus of the Zodiac, is pleased for a hundred ages of Manu.
When the month of Jyestha comes, he should worship (Visnu)
with various flowers. When the lord of gods is worshipped, all
gods are worshipped well. They too, (even) after having com-
mitted thousands of (minor) sins and hundreds of major sins, will
go there where Vispu dwells with Laksmi. When the month of
Asadha comes, they should especially worship (Visnu). Those
men who always worship Visnu with (flowers of) karavira, red
flowers and lotuses, are meritorious. Those who will worship
Vispu with gold-like flowers and kadamba flowers, have no
fear from (Sani) the Sun’s son. Visnu worshipped with kad-
amba flowers at the advent of the rainy season, gives desired
objects as long as the fourteen Indras (last). Visnu, the creator
of the world, becomes as pleased on having kadamba flower(s)
as by obtaining Laksmi. O best goddess, Visnu worshipped
with Tulasi, black Tulasi and asoka flowers, always removes
(the devotee’s) affliction. (Visnu is pleased with them) who
worship him when the month of Srivana comes with hemp-
flower or diirva-blade.

14-27. He should especially be carefully worshipped with
various flowers. He gives many desired objects till the final
deluge. O daughter of the (Himalaya) Mountain, listen. When
the month of Bhadrapada comes, he who worships Vispu with
campaka flowers, white flowers and red sindiira flowers, with
white lotuses, O great goddess, would obtain the fruit of all his
desires. In the auspicious month of Asvina worship to Visnu
should be offered with jasmine flowers, so also with various
kinds of flowers. (Visnu) should be carefully and devoutly
worshipped by all people. Those men who by bringing lotuses
only worship Visnu, obtain on the earth religious merit, worldly
prosperity, sensual enjoyments and salvation. When the month
of Kartika comes, the great lord should be worshipped. As many
seasonal flowers as are there should be offered to Visnu. With
sesamum and sesamum flowers he should offer worship. When
the lord of gods is pleased, the man obtains unending fruit.
Those who worship Visnu in Kartika with bakula flowers,
punniaga and campaka flowers are gods, and not men. In Mar-
gasirsa the lord should always be worshipped with various
flowers, offerings of eatables, incense and waving lights. In
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Margasirsa he should worship Visnu especially with divine flowers.
O great goddess, in the month of Pausa good worship with various
Tulasi leaves and water mixed with musk should be done, and
when the month of Magha has come, he should worship Visnu
with various flowers. When the supreme lord of the gods is wor-
shipped, a man certainly gets his desired object. The worship
should be done with camphor or various eatables like sweet-
meats. When Phalguna comes, Visnu’s worship should be done.
He should fully perform the vernal worship after bringing
flowers, or, O chief goddess, he should worship him with new
flowers. When the lord of the world is worshipped, a man gets
the eternal position of Visnu by Visnu’s favour.

CHAPTER EIGHTYEIGHT

Dialogue Between Satyabhama and Krsna

Hereafter (the narration of) the importance of the month of
Kartika is commenced.

Sita said:

1-17.  Once the sage (Narada) came taking with him divine
flowers and (those) of the desire-yielding tree to Dvaraka to
see Krsna. Krsna welcomed and honoured Narada. Offering
him a seat, he said: *““This is a respectful offering; this is
water for washing your feet.” And Narada offered those
flowers to Krsna. Krsna distributed them among (his) sixteen
thousand wives. The lord, forgetting Satyabhimai, gave
them to all (other wives). Then getting angry Satyabhima
entered the anger-chamber. Calm Krsna knowing that went
there and bringing Satyabhami, he mentally recollected
Garuda. By merely being remembered, Garuda, coming there,
stood before him. Having quickly mounted on the bird, the
lord said to his dear (wife Satyabhimi): “O Satya, do not
be angry; for you, opposing the lord of gods with the deities, I
shall plant the desire-yielding tree in your courtyard. O noble
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one, pardon my fault.” Making a pledge like this with Satya-
bhama, he quickly went to the world of deities (i.e. heaven)
where that god (Indra), the killer of Vrtra, was. Being solicited
for the desire-yielding tree, (Indra) replied to the lord: “O god,
O lord, it is not proper for you to take this tree to the earth.”
Then the large-armed (Krsna) took out the tree from (i.e. with)
the root, and the very strong one put iton his vehicle (i.e.
Garuda). Then the wielder of the thunderbolt (i.e. Indra), the
strong (god), speedily raised the thunderbolt and struck
Garuda (with it saying:) “Leave the desirc-yielding tree’”’. Then
Garuda, to honour the thunderhold, dropped one feather. Due
to that stroke of the thunderbolt, three birds (animals?) sprang
up: the peacock, the mongoose and the blue jay. Krsna went
to Dvarakd. Having come, he planted it in Satyabhama’s
house. Then only Narada came and was very much honoured
by Satya.

Satyabhama said:

(Please) tell me how I should get such a desire-yielding tree
and such a husband as the lord in every existence.

Thus asked, Narada, the best sage, then said: “O Satya-
bhama, he is obtained by means of the gift of tulapurusa.” Then
Satyabhama having weighed Krsna according to the precept in
the holy text, gave (the articles equal to his weight) along with
the desiring-yielding tree to Narada. Taking all the articles,

Nairada went to heaven.

Sita said:

18. When Narada had gone after bidding farewell to Krsna,
Satya with her face blooming with joy said to Krsna:

Satyabhama said.:

19-25a. I am blessed; I am fortunate. My existence is fruitful.
My parents who certainly produced me as the (most) favourite
wife in the three worlds, are lucky in being the cause of my
birth, as I am (most) dear to you among (your) sixteen thousand
wives. (I am lucky) since I duly gave, according to the rite as
told (in the holy text), (the articles equal to the weight of) the
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lord of creation with the desire-yielding tree to Narada. That
desire-yielding tree whose account the beings on the earth
perhaps know, now stands in my house(?). I am also very dear to
Krsna, the lord of the three worlds. Therefore, O Madhu-
siidana, I desire to ask you something. If you are my benefactor,
then tell this in detail. Hearing] that I shall again do what is
beneficial to me, so that, O god, I shall never be separated from
you till (the end of) the kalpa.

Siita said;

25b-27. Hearing these words of his dear (wife), Krsna, with
a smile on his face, put his hand into that of Satya, and went
with pleasure to the foot of the desiring-yielding tree with his
beloved after having forbidden his attendants (to follow them).
Having laughed and called Satya, the lord of the worlds with
the hair on his body bristling and with horripilation spoke (to
her) to please and delight her.

Krsna said:

28-30. O dear one, out of my sixteen thousand wives no
beautiful lady other than you is dear to me. You are (just) like
my life. For you I had a quarrel with (Indra) the lord of gods
along with the (other) deities. Listen, O dear one; (I shall give
you) whatever is solicited by you, whether it is small or big,
even if it cannot be (easily) given, done, or expressed. Then, O
dear one, how shall I not tell (i.e. give the answer to) the ques-
tion put by you? Ask everything that is in your mind. I shall
tell (i.e. answer) it.

Satya said:

31-33. Formerly (i.e. in my previous existence) which gift
(did T give), which vow (did I observe), or which penance did I
practise, that I, a mortal, have become like Parvati in this
mortal (world), and that I always occupy half (the portion) of
your body, always ride Garuda, and went with you to the abode
of deities like Indra? Therefore, I desire to ask you, what aus-
picious (act) I did in the other (i.e. previous) existence, what
(kind of) character I had, and whose daughter I was.
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Srikrsna said:

34-45. O dear one, listen attentively. I shall tell you all
about the auspicious vow you observed in your former existence.
At the end of the Krta age in Mayapuri there was an ‘excellent
brahmana of Atri’s family, Devasarman by name, who had
mastered the Vedas and the Vedangas. He was hospitable. He
attended (sacred) fire. He was greatly devoted to the vow (in
honour) of the Sun. Actually being like another Sun, he every-
day propitiated the Sun. The old man had a daughter, Gunavati
by name. Being sonless, he gave his daughter to his disciple
named Candra(Sarman). He (i.e. Devasarman) looked upon
him as his (own) son, and he who had controlled his passions,
looked upon him as his father. The two, desiring to collect
kusas and fuel, once went to a forest. The two then roamed in
the forest at the foot of the Himalaya mountain. Then they
saw a fierce demon coming (to them). With their entire body
overcome by fear, and unable to run (away), they were killed
by the demon with Death-like form. My attendants, moving
with me, took them to Vaikuntha-abode due to the efficacy of
the region and their religiousness. I was indeed very much
pleased with them by virtue of just that act of them, viz. they,
as long as they were alive, worshipped the Sun etc. As the rain-
water goes to the ocean, the followers of Siva, the Sun, Ganesa,
Visnu, so also the worshippers of Sakti come 'to me only. I am
one, born in five ways, and play with names—as one Devadatta
calls his sons etc. with (various) names. Then the two lived in
my house; moved in an aeroplane; had the brilliance of the Sun;
resembled me in form; were near me; enjoyed divine beautiful
women and pleasures like (being smeared with) sandal.
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CHAPTER EIGHTYNINE

An Account of Satyabhama’s Former Birth

Srikrsna said:

1-4. Then Gunavati, after hearing that the two were killed
by a demon, being overcome by grief for her father and
husband, lamented piteously: <O lord, O father, where have you
gone leaving me (and) without me? Today without you what
should I, a young helpless girl, do? Who will affectionately look
after me who am adept in nothing, who am grieved, who am
living in the house with food, covering etc.? 1 am unlucky; my
happiness is destroyed; my lord is killed; my life is doomed. To
whom should I, a helpless young (woman), resort to today?”’

Srikrsna said:

5-14. Thus having very much lamented like a much afflicted
osprey she, being dispirited, fell on the ground like a plantain
tree struck by (stormy) wind. Having revived after a long time
and lamenting on the ground very piteously, she plunged into
the ocean of grief and was overcome by it. She, doing auspi-
cious acts, sold all domestic articles and performed the rites
beneficial to the two in the next world. She, highly devoted to
Visnu, calm, truthful, pure and with her senses controlled, lived
in that city only and sustained her life. From birth till death she
properly observed two vows: the vow of Ekadasi and the vow of
(i.e. relating to) Kartika. O dear one, this couple of vows is very
dear to me. It properly brings about pleasures and salvation, and
sons and wealth. Those, even being great sinners, who, in the
month of Kartika, when the Sun is in Libra, bathe everyday in
the morning, are released. Those men who sweep their house
and present (the auspicious sign of) svastika etc. to Visnu and
worship Visnu, are liberated while alive. Those men who bathe,
keep awake, offer lights, resort to the Tulasi-grove in Kartika
are theforms of Visnu. Those who do like this even for three days
in Kartika, are venerable even to gods. What to say of them who
have done it from birth!

15-30. In this way Gunavati, always devoted to Visnu's
followers, and having fixed her mind on him, passed every year.
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O dear one, once she who was emaciated due to old age and was
tormented by fever, slowly, somehow, went to Ganga to bathe.
When, after she got into the water, she trembled and was
oppressed by cold and frightened, she saw an aeroplane that
came from the sky. From the sky it approached with (beings)
having Visnu's form, having conches, discs and maces in their
hands, and properly marked with banners having (the pictures
of) eagles. She got into the aeroplane served by a bevy of celes-
tial nymphs. The attendants took her being fanned by chowries,
to Vaikuntha. Then she, like the flame of a blazing fire, who
was in the aeroplane, obtained my proximity due to the religious
merit of the Kartika vow. Then all the attendants went with
me coming to the earth by the requestof the deities like Brahma.
O beautiful young lady, all these Yadavas are my attendants
only. Your father became (i.e. was born as) this king Satrajit.
He who was Candrasarman (became) Akriira, and you are that
Gunavati, O auspicious one. Due to the merit of the Kartika
vow, you very much enhance my love. At my door you had
formerly made this Tulasi grove. From that this desire-yielding
tree has come up in your courtyard, O auspicious one. Since for-
merly in Kartika you made illumination, therefore, this Laksmi
living in your house, has become steady. Since you offered all
that vow etc. to Visnu of the from of your husband, therefore, you
have become my wife. Due to that vow only which you formerly
(i.e. in the former existence) observed in Kartika, from birth till
death, you will never be separated from me. Thus, those men who
are highly engrossed in the Kartika vow, also come near me, as
you, causing delight to me (have come). Men performing sacri-
fices, giving gifts, observing vows, practising penance do not
indeed get even a portion of the merit which one gets by the

Kartika vow.

Having thus, at that time, heard (the words) of the lord of
the world, Satya, delighted due to the grandeur produced in the
former meritorious existence, saluted the lord of the universe,
Krspa, who was the only cause of the three worlds, and spoke

(those) words.



2654 Padma Purdna

CHAPTER NINETY

Kartika Best among Months and Ekadast among Dlys

Satya said:

1-2. To him of the nature of time, all the parts of time are
equal. Then how is Kartika the best among the months? O lord
of the god of gods, how is it that to you Ekadasi among days
and Kartika among months are dear? Tell (me) the reason
for this.

Srikrsna said:

3-4. O Satya, you have asked well. Listen with a concen-
trated mind a dialogue between Vena’s son Prthu and the divine
sage Narada. What you have asked, O dear one, formerly
Narada was also asked by Prthu. The omniscient sage told the
reason for the superiority of Kartika.

Narada said:

5-17. Formerly there was a demon, the son of the Ocean,
named Sankha. He was able to destroy the three worlds and had
great power and valour. The great demon, having vanquished
the gods, drove them out of heaven. He also snatched the powers
of the regents like Indra. Due to his fear gods along with the
ladies in their harems and with Indra went to the cave of the
Meru mountain and lived there for many years. When the gods
who lived in the cave of the Meru mountain, could not be
subjugated by the demon, he thought: ‘Even though the gods
have been vanquished and their powers snatched by me, yet
they are full of power. What should I do now? Today it is
known (i.e. realised) by me that the gods are endowed with the
power of the Vedic hymns. I shall snatch them. Then all of
them will be powerless.” Then the mighty demon thinking like
this and noticing Visnu to be asleep, quickly snatched from the
Satya world the group of the Vedas. He took the Vedas. Due to
his fear they moved out, and with the sacrifice and hymns they
entered the water (of the ocean). Sankha also, looking for them
and wandering in the interior of the ocean, did not notice them
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anywhere seated at one place. Then Brahma with the gods
sought the shelter of Visnu. Taking the materials of worship he
went to Vispu’s house. There the gods performed acts like
singing, playing upon musical instruments, and repeatedly
(offered him) sandal, flowers, incense and lights. Then the lord
devoutly pleased by them, got up. He, having the lustre of a
thousand suns was seen there by all the gods. The gods then
having worshipped him in sixteen ways fell (i.e. prostrated
themselves) on the earth like a staff. Then Visnu said to them:

Visnu said:

18-31. O groups of gods, by means of the auspicious (acts)
like singing and (playing upon) the musical instruments, I (am
pleased and) will grant you boons. I shall give you all objects
desired by your mind. From the Ekiddasi in the bright half of
Asdvina till the Udbodhini Ekadasi men will daily do as you did
with the auspicious (acts) like singing, (playing upon) musical
instruments etc. They (will) do what is dear to me, and will
ever remain in my vicinity. Since what you did—(offering) water
for washing the feet, respectful oblation, and (offering) water
for sipping,—has had wonderful effect, it has become the cause
of your happiness. O gods, all the Vedas snatched by Sankha
remain in water. Having killed the Ocean’s son, I shall bring
them (back). May the Vedas with the basic hymns and sacrifice
always rest in water from today in the month of Kartika every
year. From today I (shall) also remain in water. Along with
the chief sages you may also come with me. There is no doubt
that those best brihmanas who during this period bathe (daily)
in the morning, have well performed the ablution at the end of
a sacrifice. O Indra, those men who everyday properly observe
the vow in Kartika, should be always brought by you to my
house on their death. And by my order they are always to be
protected from dangers. O Varuna, you should give them
progeny—sons and grandsons etc. O Kubera, you have to
increase their wealth by my order. Those men, liberated while
alive, actually have my form. Those (men) who have from birth
to death observed this best vow according to the rule laid down
(in the holy texts), should also be honoured by you. Since you
awoke me on the day of Ekadasi, therefore, this day is always
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venerable and gives me joy. This couple of vows, properly observed
by men, always gives Krsna’s proximity. No other vow (does 1t).
O best gods, gifts, (visits to) holy places, austerities, sacrifices,
do not always give (i.e. lead to) heaven.

CHAPTER NINETYONE
The Greatness of Praydga

Narada said:

1-4a. Saying so, Visnu taking up a form resembling a small
glittering fish fell into the hollow of the hands of Kasyapa at
his residence on the Vindhya (mountain). The sage kindly and
quickly put him into (his) water-pot. When it could not contain
itself there, he put it into a well. When it could not contain
itself there, he putit into a lake. In this way it was (in the end)
put into the sea. It grew there also. Then Visnu, having the
form of the fish, killed Sankha. Then taking him in his hand
he came to the Badari-forest. Calling all the sages there. he
ordered them (like) this.

Srikrsya said;

4b-6. Remove the Vedas dropped into the water. Quickly
bring them with the Upanisads from the interior of the water.
Till then I, with the group of deities, shall live at Prayaga.

Narada said:

7-11. Then all the sages, endowed with the power of
penance, lifted the Vedas with the six Vedangas and with
sacrifices. Since then that sage who got a portion of them (i.e.
the Vedas) became the seer of that (much portion), O king. Then
all the sages together went to Prayiaga. They presented the
Vedas obtained by them to Vispu with the Creator. Brahma,
obtaining the Vedas with the sacrifices was delighted; and with
the group of deities and sages he performed the horse-sacrifice.
At the end of the sacrifice lords of gods, siddhas, serpents,
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yaksas fell (i.e. prostrated themselves) like a staff, and requested
(Visnu). ,

Gods said:

12-15. O god of gods, O lord of the world, O master, listen
to our request. This istime for our joy. Therefore, be a giver
of a boon. O Rama’s lord, the sages themselves have brought to
this place the lost Vedas. Due to your favour we have received
shares in the sacrifice. May this place always be, by your grace,
the best one on the earth. It should increase religious merit and
give pleasures and salvation. May this time also be highly
meritorious, and may it purify the killers etc. of brahmanas. May
it give inexhaustible (objects). Grant us this boon.

Srikrsna said:

16-28. O gods, I think in the same way as you have said.
Let it be so. May this (place) be famous as Brahmaksetra. A
king born in the solar dynasty will bring Ganga here. She will
be here united with Yamuna, the daughter of the Sun. All of
you, Brahma and others, (should) live here with me. This holy
place will be well-known as Tirtha-rdaja (‘king of holy places’).
May acts like (giving) gifts, (practising) penance, (observing)
vows, (offering) a sacrifice, muttering (hymns), and worship give
inexhaustible fruits. May they always give proximity with me.
May sins like the murder of a brihmana committed during
many existences perish the very moment at the sight of this
holy place. Similarly the wise cast their bodies in my vicinity.
Those men enter my body only and not a new existence. May
the groups of the dead ancestors of those who come here and
offer a sraddha intended for the dead ancestors, have the same
world as mine. May this very auspicious period also be always
fruitful to men. The sin of those who bathe (here) when the Sun
has entered Capricornus, perishes. Merely on seeing those who
bathe (daily) in the morning in Magha when the Sun is in
Capricornus, sins go away, as darkness on (the appearance of)
the Sun. As a result of the (daily) bath in Magha when the Sun
is in Capricornus, I grant mea the triad, viz. the same world,
the same form (as mine), and proximity (with me) in this order.
O best sages, listen all of you. I am the giver of boons to you. I,
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the omniscient one, always live in Badarivana. That fruit which
you get after ten years by (practising) penance at other place, is
always got here by you within a day. Those best men who see
that place, are liberated while alive. Then no sin resides in

them.

Suta said;

29-30. Having spoken like this to the gods, the god of gods
vanished there only with Brahma. Allgods also lived there in
portions. And those (gods), Indra and others, vanished. That
best man of a pure heart who would listen to this religious
verse or make others listen to it (i.e. tell it to others), would
obtain the fruit which is obtained in the lord of holy places,
Badarivana, and (would) also (obtain) me!.

CHAPTER NINETYTWO
Rules for the Vow of Kartika

Prthu said:

1. O sage, you told me thegreat fruit of the vows of Kartika
and Magha. O Nirada, youalso (told me) properly about the
rite of bathing and about the restraints. (Now) please tell me in
due order the bringing to completion (of that rite).

Narada said:

2-15. You are born from a portion of Visnu. (Therefore)
nothing is unknown to you. Yet, O son of Vena, listen properly
to the importance from me who am tellingit. A man, being
careful, should observe the rule about the vow of Kartika, when
it would be the Ekadasi of the bright half of the month of
Aévina. When a quarter of the night is left, he, the observer of
the vow, with a vessel containing water should go out of his
house in the south-west direction. By the day and in the evening

1. ‘Me’ here standing for SGta obviously has no relevance.
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after having placed his sacred thread on his ear, after having
covered the ground with grass, after having covered his head
with a garment, having carefully controlled his mouth, without
spitting or panting, he should pass urine or feces after facing
the north. If it is night he should face the south. Having held
his organ of generation he should get up. Taking pure clay, he
should carefully make purification (i.e. wash) by which the
smearing and odour will vanish. He should apply (clay) to his
organ of generation once, to the anus five times, to the left hand
ten times, to both the hands seven times, and to the feet thrice
(and then wash them with water). Twice this (number) is told
for a celibate, and thrice for a hermit, four times for an ascetic.
Half (the number should be used for) purification at night. Half
of it (should be employed when he is) travelling. Half of it is
(recommended) for women and $iidras. All the acts of him who
does not go through the act of purification, are useless. The
hymns of one not having his mouth pure, are said not to give
the (desired) fruit. After that he should carefully cleanse his
teeth and tongue, ‘O tree, give us (long) life, power, success,
vigour, progeny, animals and wealth.” Uttering this hymn, (he
should take a piece of) wood of the length of twelve fingers of the
ksira tree! without fasting on the diminutive day (obscure) (and he
should cleanse his teeth). He should not cleansehis teeth on the first
day, the new-moon day, the ninth day, the sixth day, a Sunday
and at the time of the lunar or solar eclipse. He should avoid
cleansing his teeth with (a stick of) the kantaki tree, cotton
tree, nirgunda tree, palasa tree, bilva tree, castor oil plant, and
ingudi tree.

16-30. Then he, with a pleased mind and devoted, should
go, taking with him sandal, flowers, good tiambilas to the
temple of Visnu and Siva. Then having separately offered
articles (and modes) of worship like water for washing the feet,
respectful oblation etc., and bowed again, he should do auspici-
ous things like singing. He should also honour the good dancers
having musical instruments made of bell-metal, lutes, tabors etc.,
so also he should honour the singers with fragrant flowers and

1, Ksiravrksa—Name of the four trees, viz. Nyagrodha, Udumbara,
Asévattha and Madhika.
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tambilas, since they are the forms of Vispu. In the Kali age
- penance, sacrifice, gifts made with devotion to the good lord of
the world, always give delight. O king, I asked, “O lord of“gods,
where do you live?’ Visnu, pleased with my devotion then
spoke to me thus: ‘I do not live in Vaikuntha, nor in the heart
of the yogins. O Narada, I stay there where my devotees sing
(my praise). Those foolish men who, after hearing a good
narrative from a Purana or the singing of my devotees, do not
long for me, are hated by me. Men (should) worship them
(devotees) with sandal, flowers etc. By that I am so much
pleased as I am not pleased with my worship,” Visnu should
not be worshipped with the flowers of §irisa, dhattura, hill-
plantain, jasmine, $almali, sun-plant, karnikara and with sacred
rice grains. So also Siva should not be worshipped with the
flowers of japa, kunda, $irisa, jasmine, white jasmine, ketaki.
One should not worship Ganesa with Tulasi-leaves and Parvati
with darvas. A man desiring wealth should not, in the same
way, worship the Sun with damanaka flowers. Always he should
use fragrant and best flowers for worship. Having thus offered
the worship, he should apologise to the god of gods: ‘O lord of
gods, may whatever I have offered as worship without hymns,
rites and without devotion, be complete. Then having gone
round (the deity by keeping the deity) to his right, he shouild
salute (i.e. prostrate himself) like a staff. He should again
apologise to the deity and the singers etc. Those men who, on
a night in Kartika, properly worship Visnu or Siva, have their
sins completely destroyed, and their ancestors go to Visnu’s

abode.

CHAPTER NINETYTHREE

The Bath Rite

Narada said:

1-10. When the night is left as much as two nadikas (i.e.
fortyeight minutes), he, being pure (i.e. having purified himself),
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should (taking) with (him) sesamum-seeds, sandal, sacred rice
grains, flowers, lights etc., go tc a pond. The bath in an artifi-
cial pond, a natural pond, in a river or at a confluence of two
rivers, is said to be giving tenfold merit in (the succeeding) order.
(A bath taken) ata holy place is said to give unending fruit.
Having remembered Visnu, he should take the solemn vow of
bathing. He should offer respectful oblations to the holy places,
deities etc. in (proper) order. (He should say): “Om, salutation
to Kamalanibha. Salutation to him lying in water. Accept
(this) respectful offering. Salutation to you. Since Visnu moved
in Vaikuntha, Prayaga and Badarika$rama, he planted his foot
in three ways. With all those sages and deities, may gods protect
me for this reason that from here Visnu moved on. In Kairtika,
to please (you), O best god, Damodara, lord of the god of gods,
I shall bathe in the morning (everyday). (Be) with me. O lord of
gods, O Damodara, I am eager to bathe in this water after having
reflected on you. May my sin perish due to your grace. O Hari,
with Radha accept the respectful offering made by me at (the
time of) an obligatory or occasional (rite) in the sin-destroying
Kartika in the Kali age. O Hari, with Radha accept the respectful
offeringgiven by me who observe a vow in the month of Kartika,
of me who have bathed duly.”

11-19. After having remembered Ganga, Visnu, §iva, the
Sun, he should enter the water. He who observes the vow,
should, standing in water deep up to the navel, bathe duly.
A householder should bathe with (i.e. after applying) the powder
of sesamum-seeds and Amalaka. For the hermits and ascetics the
clay at the root of Tulasi (is recommended). He should not bathe
with (i.e. after applying) amalaka fruits and sesamum-seeds on
the seventh, thenew-moon day, the ninth of both (fortnights) and
on the tenth day. First he should bathe with dust (i.e. applying
clay etc.). Then he should bathe with the (recital of) hymns. For
women and §idras (the bath is) not (recommended) with (the
recital of) Vedic hymns, (but only) with the Puranic ones. (Now
follow) the hymns at the time of bathing: “May Visnu, the des-
troyer of all sins, who formerly for the mission of the gods
divided himself into three du¢ to devotion for them, now protect
me compassionately. For this Kartika vow may afl gods having
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received Visnu’s order, always protect and purify me. May all
the Vedic hymns along with their seeds, secrets and power,
so also sages like Kasyapa, always purify me. May all riverg like
Ganga, the big rivers giving water, all tanks with the seven
seas, purify me. May chaste women like Aditi, yaksas, siddhas
with serpents, herbs, mountains, beings in the three worlds
quickly purify me.”

20-32. Having bathed with (the recital of) these hymns, the
observer of the vow, putting a ring of kuga grass on (the fourth
finger of) his hand, should properly offer libations of water to
gods, sages, human beings and (his) dead ancestors. Then the
observer of the vow, having come out of the water and having
covered himself with a pure garment, should, after having
finished rites proper for the morning, again worship Visnu.
Being diligent and with his mind fixed on him (i.e. Visnu), he
should, after remembering the holy places etc. and deities,
again offer worship with sandal, flowers and fruits. The prayer
at (the time of making) the respectful offering is: “O destroyer of
the lord of demons, accept the respectful oblation given by me—
(oblation) of me who have properly bathed (in the morning) in
the month of Kartika.” Then devoutly (honouring) the brah-
manas who have mastered the Vedas with sandal, flowers and
fruits, he should feed them and salute them again and again. By
worshipping the brahmanas, the holy places residing in the
right foot, the Vedas residing in the mouth, and the deities
residing in the entire body, would be worshipped. The brah-
manas are the forms of the unmanifest Visnu on the earth. By
one desiring (one’s) good they should never be humiliated; they
should never be opposed. The observer of the vow should
worship Tulasi, dear to Visnu. With a concentrated mind he
should go round and salute Tulasi, “O Tulasi, you have been
formerly created by gods. You have been worshipped by the
best sages. Salutation, obeisance to you, O Tulasi. O you dear
to Visnu, remove my sin.”” Then the devout observer of the
vow, of an affectionate mind, should listen to Vispu’s account
(as told) in the Purana, and should honour that brahmapa, the
brahmana sage (who reads or tells the account). A devout
man who properly performs the complete rite which is told
before, obtains the same world as of Vispu. On the earth
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there is no vow other than that of Kartika and dear to Visnu,
which removes diseases, which destroys sins, which is great, which
gives good thoughts, which is the means of sons, wealth etc.,
and which is the cause of salvation.

CHAPTER NINETYFOUR

Restruints during the Kartika Vow

Narada said:

1-17. O king, listen fully to the restraints told for men
observing the Kartika vow, which (will) be told by me. The
observer of the Kartika vow should not at all eat any kind of
flesh and meat, honey, jujube fruit and beans etc. The observer
of the Kartika vow should avoid corn (whose seeds have) two
portions, sesamum oil, so also food polluted by tears, polluted
by (bad) thoughts, polluted by (bad) words. The observer of
the Kartika vow should not accept others’ food, should not
hate others, should not be an adulterer, should not accept gifts
at a holy place. He who observes the vow in Kartika should
avoid the censure of the god of gods, brahmanas, (his) pre-
ceptor, (another man) observing the vow, of women, kings, and
great (men). The limb of an animal, meat, powder, jambira
among the fruits, flesh, masiirika (a kind of pulse) among corns,
and stale food, are said to be avoided. So also milk etc. other
than that of a goat, a cow, a buffalo, amisa, all liquids purchas-
ed by a brahmanpa, and rock salt. Gavya (i.e. milk, curds
etc.) kept in a copper-vessel, water collected in a small pool,
and food cooked for oneself is said to be ‘amisa’ by the wise.
The observer of the (Kirtika) vow should observe celibacy,
should sleep on the ground, should eat from a plate made of
leaves. He should eat during the fourth part of the day. He
should always do this. On the Naraka Caturdasi day the obser-
ver of the Kairtika vow should smear his body with oil. He
should not smear his body with oil on any other day (than the
Naraka Caturda$i day). The observer of the Kartika vow should
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avoid onions, garlic, pot-herb, mushroom, small red variety of
garlic, lotus-stalk, radish, so also asafoetida. The observer of
the vow (in honour) of Visnu should avoid bottle-gougd, egg-
plant, pumpkin-gourd, and the fruit (of the plant) of brhati, so
also §$lesmataka fruit and wood-apple. The observer of the
Kartika vow should not talk with a woman in her menses, a
man of the lowest caste, a non-Aryan, a fallen person, an out-
cast, and those out of the fold of the Vedas and the (three)
twice-born castes. The observer of the Kartika vow should
avoid the food seen by dogs and crows, food prepared by a
woman who has recently delivered, and food cooked twice, and
burnt food. He who avoids smearing his body with oil, (sleeping
on) a bed, others’ food, eating from a bell-metal vessel in Kar-
tika, would be one who fully observes the vow. The observer of
the vow should also observe the Krcchra vow etc. according to his
capacity. (From the first day) he should avoid in order pump-
kin gourd, egg-plant, root of brhati, bilva-fruit, kalinga fruit,
dhatri, coconut, large-sized bottle-gourd, (species of cucumber
called) patola, badari fruit, bhiirja-fruit, vikataka-fruit, lotus-
stalk and vikata-fruit.

18-28. From the first day (onwards) these vegetables are to
be avoided in thé order (given here). Similarly, a householder
should always avoid (eating) dhatri-fruit on Sunday. From
among these also the man should avoid what pleases Visnu.
Having given that toa brahmana, the man should always eat. In
the same way the observer of the vow should have restraints in
Magha also. He should keep awake and observe the rite as is
told. Seeing the man observing the Kartika vow as told (in the
holy texts), Yama’s messengers run away like elephants tor-
mented by a lion. This vow (in honour) of Visnu is superior to
a hundred sacrifices. The performer of a sacrifice goes to heaven;
the observer of the Kartika vow goes to Vaikuntha. All the
holy places giving enjoyments and salvation, that are there on
the earth, remain in the house of the observer of the Kartika-
vow. A bad dream, or whatever bad deed is done through mind,
speech and body, goes away that moment only on seeing the
observer of the Kartika vow. Like the servants of a king, Indra
and others urged by Visnu’s words protect the man who
observes the Kartika vow. Imps, ghosts, goblins etc. do not
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remain there where the observers of the Visnu vow are always
honoured. Even Brahma, with his four mouths, would not be
able to describe the religious merit of him who observes the
Kartika vow as told (in the holy texts). (If) a man observes,
along with restraints, the vow in Kartika, which is dear to Visnu,
which destroys all sins, which gives sons, wealth, grains and
prosperity everywhere, (thcn) what is the use of visiting and
paying homage to sacred places for him?

CHAPTER NINETYFIVE
Bringing the Vow to Conclusion

Narada said:

1-9. O king, now listen properly to the rite of bringing to
conclusion—what the rite is—being told by me in brief. The
observer of the vow should bring to conclusion the vow on the
fourteenth of Kartika for pleasing Visnu. Above the Tulasi he
should put up an auspicious pavilion with a good arched door-
way and beautified with flowers and chowries. At the doors he
should separately honour the door-keepers. He (should have)
Jaya and Vijaya, meritorious and of good character. At the
root of the Tulasi he should draw (an) auspicious (circle) all
around. It should be properly beautified and ornamented with
four colours. Above it should be a covering (decked) with five
jewels. Having placed there a pitcher with a big fruit, he should
worship there the god of gods holding a conch, a disc, a mace,
having put on a silken yellow garment and with Laksmi. The
observer of the vow should also honour in the circle the regents
of quarters like Indra, since he was awakened by the gods on
Dvadasi along with Trayodasi. He was seen to be honoured
on the fourteenth. Therefore, he is more venerable. A man,
calm and of a restrained mind, should devoutly fast on that day.

10-24. With his preceptor’s consent he should worship the
golden (image of) the lord of the god of gods in sixteen ways of
worship with several eatables. By means of auspicious (acts
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like) singing and (playing upon) musical instruments, he should
keep awake at night. Those who on (the night of) keeping
awake in honour of the Disc-holder (i.e. Vispu), sing devoutly,
are free from heaps of sins due to hundreds of existences. That
fruit (which is obtained) by those keeping awake on the day of
Visnu, and singing and dancing, is said to be the fruit of those
who give a thousand cows. He should sing, dance etc. and
should present spectacles. Of him who keeps awake on the
night of keeping awake for Visnu, in front of Visnu, he who
amuses Visnu’s devotees by reciting Visnu’s accounts, who pro-
duces the sounds of musical instruments with his mouth, and
who presents free talks, who with these dispositions keeps awake
in honour of Visnu, his religious merit everyday is said to be
equal to (a visit to) crores of holy places. Then on the full-moon
day he should invite thirty or more brahmanas with their wives
according to his capacity. Since having given boons Visnu took
up the form of fish, therefore, whatever is given, offered into
fire or muttered is said to be of an inexhaustible fruit. There-
fore, the observerer of the vow should feed those brahmanas
with sweetened milk etc. He should (saying) Ato deva, offer
sesamum-seeds and sweetened milk to two separately for pleas-
ing the god of gods and deities. Having then worshipped the
god (Visnu), Tulasi and (other) deities, he should give them
presents according to his capacity and salute them. Then the
observer of the vow should duly worship there a tawny cow.
Having honoured his preceptor instructing him in the vow with
garments, ornaments etc. and having honoured him with his
wife, he should give the cow to him. ‘Due to your grace may
the lord of gods be always pleased with me. May all that sin
committed by me during seven existences, perish due to this
vow, and may my progeny be stable. Due to the worship may
my desires be always fruitful. On death may I obtain Visnu’s
position very difficult to be secured.’

25-31 Having thus apologised to and pleased the brah-
manas, he should dismiss them. Then the observer of the vow
should give (the materials of) the worship with the jewels to his
preceptor. Then the devoted one should eat with his friends
and elders. The rite is said to be like this in Kartika or Magha.
A man who thus duly observes the Kairtika vow, is free from
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sins, and getting release he would go into Vispu’s proximity.
The fruit due to the proper observance of this vow should be
known to be a crore times more than that of all vows, (visits to)
all holy places and all gifts. Those who are engrossed in devo-
tion to Vispu and who observe the Kartika vow are lucky and
very meritorious, and get all the fruits. Sins remaining in his
body have deliberation through fear of him. They say, ‘If this
man observes this vow, where shall we go?’ Those devotees
who in this way listen to the restraints, and those who narrate
them before Visnu’s devotees, would obtain the fruit due to
their having properly observed the vow, and have all their sins
destroyed.

CHAPTER NINETYSIX

The Birth of Jalandhara

Prthu said:

1-3. O brahmana, (after listening to) the vow of Kartika
that you told in detail, and the worship of Visnu at the Tulasi
root that you told, I desire to ask about the greatness of Tulasi.
How is she so very dear to the god of gods, Visnu, Sirngin? How
and at what place has she sprung up, O Narada? (Please) tell
this in brief. I look upon you as omniscient.

Narada said:

4-11. Formerly when Rudra hurled down the Ocean’s son,
the lord of demons, gods like Brahma bowed to Rudra with
their heads (bent). O king, listen. I shall tell you the greatness
of Tulasi. I shall tell you all the old account with its history.
Formerly, Indra surrounded by all deities and waited upon by
celestial nymphs, went to Kailasa mountain, to see Siva. When
he went to Siva’s house, he quickly saw there a man of fearful
deeds and fierce due to his fangs and eyes. He asked him: O,
who are you? Where has the lord of the world gone?” When
asked repeatedly like this, he did not speak. O king, Indra got



2668 ’ Padma Purdna

angry, reproached him, and said (these) words, <O, though
asked by me you have not given a reply. Therefore, I shall kill
you with the thunderbolt. O you wicked one, who is your pro-
tector here?” Speaking like this, then Indra struck him hard
with his thunderbolt. Due to that (stroke) his throat became
dark blue and the thunderbolt was reduced to ash. Then Rudra
blazed, as it were burning with lustre. Seeing (this), Brahaspati
quickly joined the palms of his hands. And Indra prostrating
like a staff on the ground started praising (him).

Brhaspati said:

12-14. Obeisance to Devadhideva (i.e. god of gods), to
Tryambaka (i.e. having three eyes), to Kapardin (i.e. having
braided and matted hair), to Tripuraghna (i.e. the destroyer of
Tripura), to Sarva; salutation to the killer of Andhaka. Saluta-
tion to Viriipa (i.e. the deformed one), to Atiriipa (i.e. having a
superior form), to Bahuriipa (i.e. the multi-formed one), to
Sambhu, to the destroyer, and the giver of the fruit of the
sacrifices. (Salutation) to the destroyer of Death, to Kala (i.e.
Death), to him, having a deadly snake; salutation to him who
destroyed Brahma’s head; repeated salutations to the brahmana.

Narada said:

15-16. Thus praised, Siva, withdrawing the flame capable
of burning the three worlds, said to the best brahmana (i.c.
(Brhaspati): “O brahmana, ask for a boon. I am pleased with
this praise of (i.e. done by) you. Be famous as (i.e. by the
name) ‘Jiva' as vou gave back (i.e. saved) Indra’s life.”

Brhaspati said.:

17. If, O god, you are pleased, (then) go to Indra who has
sought your refuge. May this fire, risen from the (third) eye on
your forhead be quelled.

The lord said:

18. How can this (fire) enter the eye on the forehead? I
shall cast it (far) away so that it would not trouble Indra.
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Narada said:

19-24a. Saying so, and holding itin his hand, he threw it
into the salt Ocean. It fell at the confluence of the river Ganga
and the Ocean. Then it got a child’s form and wept. Due to
the sound of its weeping the earth repeatedly trembled. Heaven
and Satyaloka became deafened due to that sound. Hearing it,
and being very much wonderstruck, Brahma went there (say-
ing): ‘What is this? Just then he saw the child on the lap of
the Ocean. Seeing Brahma coming, the Ocean too, joined the
palms of his hands, and bowing to him with his head (bent)
put the boy on his lap. Then Brahma said (these) words:
“Whose wonderful child is this?”’ Hearing (these) words of
Brahma, the Ocean said (these) words.

Brahma said:

24b-25a. O you lord of the rivers, wherefrom did you get
this very strong boy, by whose sound gods, demons and great
serpents are frightened ?

The Ocean said:

25b-27. O Brahman, this is my boy born on the river
Ganga. O lord of the world, perform for him the ceremonies
(performed) at the birth of a child etc.

Ocean’s son seized Brahma’s beard, and repeatedly shook it.
From the eyes of him whose beard was (thus being) shaken,
tears came (out). Somehow getting his beard freed, Brahma said
to the Ocean.

Brahma said:

28-30. Since he held these tears from my eyes, therefore, he
will be famous by the name ‘Jalandhara’. Now only he will be
a youth, master of all weapons and sacred books and will not
be killed by any being except Rudra; and he will go where a
born one goes.

Narada said:
31-33. Speaking like this and calling Sukra he consecrated
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him on the throne. Taking leave of the lord of rivers, Brahma
vanished (from there). Then, the Ocean, with his eyes bloom-
ing with joy on seeing him, solicited Kilanemi’s daughter Vynda
for (being) his wife. Those demons, led by Kalanemi, were glad
and gave that daughter to him (i.e. to Jalandhara). He, the
mighty and powerful one, aided by Sukra, getting them as best
friends, ruled over the earth.

CHAPTER NINETYSEVEN

The Conquest of Amaravati by Jalandhara

Narada said:

1-6a. Those demons living in the nether world and formerly
vanquished by gods, became fearless and came to the earth to
serve him. Some time seeing Riahu with his head cut off, the lord
of the demons asked the brahmana, viz. Sukra: <O lord, who has
done this?”’ Bhargava told him (the account of) the cutting off
of Rahu’s head and the churning of the ocean for nectar done
by gods. So also the snatching of the jewels and the defeat of
the demons. Hearing about that churning of his father, his eyes
were red with anger. He sent a gluttonous messenger to Indra.
The messenger, going to heaven, quickly reached the assembly
of gods, (and) with his head not bent due to pride, said to the
lord of gods.

The messenger said:

6b-8. The Ocean'’s son Jalandhara is the lord of all demons.
I am the messenger sent by him. Listen to what he has said:
“Why did you churn my father with a mountain? Give back
quickly to me all those jewels taken (by you).”

Hearing these words of the messenger, the lord of the gods
was amazed. And with fear and anger he spoke to the fearful,
voracious (messenger):
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The lord said:

9-12. Listen, O messenger, since the mountains afraid of me
were put by him to his side, I formerly churned the Ocean. He
also protected my other enemies, the sons of Diti. Therefore,
I took away all that collection of the jewels. Formerly Sankha,
the Ocean’s son, hated gods. He too, struck by my younger
brother (i.e. Visnu), entered the interior of the Ocean. So go and
tell him fully the reason of the churning (of the Ocean).

Narada said:

13-23. The messenger, thus dismissed by Indra, came home.
He then told the words (i.e. the message) of Indra to his king.
Hearing it, the demon, with his lips quivering with anger,
quickly exerted (himself) with a desire to conquer the gods. In
that exertion of (conquering) Indra, the sons of Diti came in
hundreds and crores from the directions and the nether world.
The demon (Jalandhara) with crores of generals of the army
like Sumbha and Nisumbha, went to heaven and stood for the
war. Gods, furnished with armours for the war, went out of
Amaravati. Seeing the demon-army, they stood surrounding
the city. Then the war between the armies of gods and demons
took place with (the use of) pestles, iron clubs, arrows, maces,
axes and (the weapons called) sakti. Rushing to one another,
they struck one another. In a moment the two armies were wet
with the stream of blood. The battlefield appeared like the
evening with the cover of clouds, due to the elephants, horses,
chariots and foot-soldiers that had fallen and that were being
knocked dowp. Bhargava brought back to life the demons killed
in that war with drops of water consecrated with the magic
formulas bringing back the dead to life. In the same way
Brhaspati also brought the gods back to life in that war after
repeatedly bringing the herbs from the region of Drona (moun-
tain). Seeing gods again coming back to life in that war Jalandh-
ara, being angry, said (these) words to Bhargava:

Jalandhara said.:

24. How is it that the gods killed by mein the war again come
back to life? Itis well-known that your science of bringing back
(the dead) to life does not reside anywhere else (i.e. is not known
to anyone else).
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Bhrgu said:

25. Brhaspati, bringing herbs from the Drona mountain,
brings back the gods to life. Quickly snatch away the Drona
mountain.

Narada said:

26-33. The lord of the demons, thus told, quickly took the
Drona mountain and threw it into the ocean and again came back
to the great battle(field). Then seeing the gods killed, Guru went
to the Drona mountain, He, honoured by the gods, did not see
the lordly mountain there. Knowing that Drona was snatched
by the demon, he was sad and overcome by fear. He with his body
overcome by breathlessness (i.e. panting), spoke from a distance:
“Flee, flee; he cannot be conquered. He is born of the portion
of Rudra. Remember Indra’s act.”” Hearing his words, gods,
overpowered by fear and being killed by the demons, ran in
the ten directions. Seeing the gods rent, the demon, the Ocean’s
son, entered Amaravati with the sounds of conches, drums and
shouts of victory. When the demon entered the city, gods led by
Indra and tormented by the demons, reached a cave in Meru
and lived there. Then having separately made the excellent
demons like Sumbha in-charge of Indra etc. he (i.e. Jalandhara)
again went to the cave on the golden mountain (i.e. Meru).

CHAPTER NINETYEIGHT

Visnu Promises not to Kill Ja landhara

Narada said:

1. Seeing the demon to have come again, gods with Indra
trembled with fear and started praising Visnu.

Gods said:

2-4. Obeisance to you who are always ready for (serving)
the purpose of the devotee by (taking) many forms like that of the
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Fish or the Tortoise; (to you) who remove affliction, who are the
author of the Creator etc., the creation, maintenance and
destruction (of the world); who have in your hands a mace, a
conch, a lotus etc. We bow to you, lord of Rama (i.e. Laksmi),
the killer of the demons, the lord of the first among the serpents
(i.e. Sesa), (to you) wearing a yellow garment, maturing the rites
like a sacrifice etc., the great author (of everything), fitto be
resorted to. Salutation to that Visnu, the thunderbolt of Indra
for destroying the mountain of the grief of the gods tormented
by the demons, (to Visnu) lying on the bed of the lord of
serpents, having two eyes in the form of the Sun and the Moon.
We salute him.

Narada said:

5-7. He who would everyday recite (this) hymn, destroying
calamities, is never troubled by calamities due to Visnu’s grace.
When the gods thus praised (Visnu) the enemy of the demons,
Visnu came to know about the calamity of the gods. The
enemy of the demons, getting up quickly with his mind dejected
through pity, quickly mounted upon Garuda, and said (these)
words to Laksmi.

Visnu said:

8. Your brother Jalandhara has played havoc among the
gods. Invited by them, Ishall quickly go to fight.

Laksmi said:

9. O you treasure of compassion, O m‘y lord, if I am always
dear to you and your devotee, then how should my brother be
killed by you in a battle?

The lord said:

10. Due to his being born from a portion of Rudra, due to
Brahma’s statement (about him), and due to your love (for him),
Jalandhara shall never be killed by me.

Narada said:

11-19. Speaking like this, Visnu holding a conch, a disc, a
mace and a sword, mounted upon Garuda, and went there



2674 Paama Purdna

where the gods were praising him. The demons tormented by
the wind (produced) by the very strong wings of (Garugda) whose
younger brother is Aruna wandered like the clouds in the sky
turned round by a storm. Then Jalandhara, seeing the demons
tormented, did not utter a word, (but) angrily came to Visnu.
Then a great fight took place between Visnu and the lord of
demons, making the sky having no room in it with their arrows.
With volleys of arrows Visnu cut off the demon’s banner,
umbrella, bow and horses and struck him on his chest with one
arrow. Then the demon having a mace in his hand, jumped
quickly, struck Garuda on his head and knocked him down on
the ground. Visnu laughed and cut off the mace with his sword.
(Just) then he struck on Visnu’s strong heart (chest) with his strong
fist. Then the two very strong ones had a hand-to-hand fight,
resounding the earth with their arms, fists, and knees. Having
thus fought for a very long time, the brave Visnu spoke with a
deep-sounding voice to the king of the demons.

Visnu said:
20. O lord of demons, ask for a boon. Due to your valour

I am pleased with you. I shall even give you what cannot be
given—(ask for) whatever is in your mind.

Jalandhara said:

21. O brother-in-law, if you are pleased with me, then
grant me this boon—with that my sister (Laksmi) and with your
attendants, you stay in my house.

Narada said:

22-29. Saying “Let it be so”, the lord with all his divine
attendants went with Laksmi to the city named Jalandhara.
Jalandhara also putting the gods in the custody of the demons,
gladly again came back to the earth. The Ocean’s son brought
under his control whatever jewels belonged to the gods, gandh-
arvas and siddhas. The strong one having placed the very strong
Ni$umbha in the Patila-abode took Sesa and others to the earth.
Making the multitudes of gods, gandharvas, siddhas, yaksas,
demons and human beings the residents of his city, he ruled over
the three worlds. Having thus subjugated the gods he righteo-
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usly looked after his subjects like his own sons. When he was
(thus) ruling righteously, no one was sick, no one was afflicted;
similarly no one was weak, no one appeared helpless. When
thus the lord of demons was righteously and properly ruling
over the earth, some time, by chance, I went (to that city) to
see his prosperity and to serve (Visnu), Laksmi’s husband.

CHAPTER NINETYNINE
Rahu Acts as Messenger of Jalandhara

Narada said:

1. O best king, that lord of demons having duly and very
devoutly honoured me, laughed and said (these) words.

Jalandhara said:

2. O sage, tell me why have you come here, O brahmana; so
also what you have seen and where, and why you have come
here.

Narada said:

3-16. O lord of demons, I had, by chance, gone to the
peak of Kailisa (mountain). There I met Siva seated with
Uma in the great forest of desire-yielding trees extended over a
myriad of yojanas, crowded with hundreds of desire-yielding cows,
and well-lit with the desire-yielding gem. Seeing the great wonder
a thought then arose in my mind. Such abundance may or may
not be anywhere in the three worlds. O lord of demons, great
opulence is collected by you. With a desire to see that I have
come here to you. Seeing this prosperity, except the jewels in the
form of women of you, Icertainly think that there is none else
(as) rich as Siva. Though celestial damsels and niga damsels
are under your control, yet they are not certainly like Parvatiin
beauty, in whose ocean of beauty formerly Brahma got murged
and lost his fortitude. Who else can be compared with her?
Formerly by her in the form of a bhilla woman was subjugated
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by means of penance (Siva) who was without any attachment,
who was Madana’s enemy, on whom the universe depends at
his pleasure, (but) who wandered in the forest of her beauty.
On repeatedly seeing her form at the time of creation, the
Creator created the celestial nymphs. (But) no one resembled
her. Therefore, she, the best one, is the prosperity of him, the
enjoyer of the gems of women. O you lord of demons, you, the
lord of all gems, (do) not (have a gem) like that.

When, having talked like this, I took his leave and left, the
lord of the demons had his body tormented with the ‘fever’ of
love on hearing about her beauty. Then he sent Simhika’s son
(Rihu) as his messenger to Siva. Then being deluded a little
by Visnu's Maya (illusory power) Rihu went to Kailasa,
having the lustre of the moon in the bright half. But he obtained
the lustre of the moon in the dark half through the totality of
(the lustre) from his body (i.e. he fully resembled the moon in
the dark half of the month). Siva was informed (of his arrival),
and by his order he was taken in by Nandin. Urged by the
indication of the creeper-like brow (of Siva), he said (these)
words.

Rahu said:

17-19. O bull-bannered god, listen to the command of the
lord served by serpents, master of the three worlds, master of
all gems. “How can you, the naked one living in the cremation
ground, wearing a string of heads, have this charming wife, the
daughter of the Himalaya Mountain? I am the lord of jewels; and
she is called a gem among women. Therefore, she is proper for
me and not for you eating (i.e. subsisting on) alms.”

Narada said:

20-26. When, at that time Rihu was speaking like this, a
fierce man, with a voice like that of the violent thunderbolt was
produced from the space between the eye-brows of Siva. His
face was like that of a lion; his tongue was moving; his eyes
were fiery; he was great; his hair was erect; his body was dry;
he was, as it were, another Nrsithha. He set about to eat him.
Seeing him Riahu overcome by fear, speedily ran out; but he
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seized him (i.e. Rdhu). Then that Rahu of big arms said to the
lord of the god of gods with a grave voice like (the sound of)
the clouds: “Protect me who have sought your refuge. He has
come to eat me, a brahmana, O Mahideva. O you, who love
those that seek your refuge, protect me from him.”” Hearing the
words of that brahmana, Mahadeva then said: ‘He should not
be killed, since, being a messenger, he is dependent upon another.
Leave him” The man hearing these words, left Rihu in the
sky. Leaving Rahu the man respectfully said to Mahadeva.

The man said:

27. O master, hunger oppresses me. I am fully emaciated
with hunger. O lord, order what I should eat.

The lord said:
28a. Quickly eat the flesh of your hands and feet.

Narada said

28b-30. When the man thus ordered by Siva ate up the
flesh of his hands and feet, and when he remained with the head
only, Siva, seeing him with the head left, was very much pleased,
anf with amazement said to that man of fierce acts:

The lord said:

31. Having the name of ‘Kirtimukha’ always remain at my
door. Those whodo not honour you, do not do what is dear

to me.

Narada said:

32-34. Since then Kirtimukha remains at the door of the
lord. The worship of those who do not honour him would be
in vain. That Rahu who was left by him fell on the Barbara
region. Therefore, on the earth he is known as Barbarodbhiita
Then Rihu, thinking that he was reborn here, told all this done
by Siva to Jalandhara after approaching him.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED
Siva’s Attendants Fight the Demons off -

Narada said:

1-4. Hearing that Jalandhara with his body overcome by
anger went out surrounded by crores of (soldiers in the) army of
the demons. Sukra went before him. Rihu remained within (the
range of) his sight. His crown quickly slipped and fell on the
ground. The entire sky shone with hundreds of aeroplanes
occupied by the army of the demons as with clouds in the
rainy season. Then seeing his exertion, gods led by Indra and
with their hurry unnoticed, respectfully said to Siva:

The gods said.
5. O master, how do you not know that the gods are
respectfully speaking to you. For our protection kill the Ocean’s

son.
Narada said:

6. Hearing these words of the gods Siva laughed and
calling the great Vispu said these words to him:

The lord said:
7. O Visnu, how (i.e. why) did you not kill Jalandhara in

the battle? Afraid of him, you left your Vaikuntha and went
away.

Lord (Visnu) said.
8. In the battle I did not kill the demon, since he was born
from your portion, and since he is also Laksmi’s brother. (Now)

you (please) kill that demon.

The lord said:

9. He, of a great lustre, cannot be killed by me with these
weapons and missiles. All the gods should give me a portion of

their lustre.

Narada said.
10-17a. Then gods, led by Vispu, gave their own lustres.
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The lord saw a great lustre (formed) by their coming together
suddenly. Mahddeva fashioned an excellent weapon, the disc
(called) Sudarsana, very fierce(-looking) because of a series of
flames (issuing forth). Then Siva fashioned the thunderbolt with
the remaining lustre. (Just) then Jalandhara was seen at the region
at the footof Kaildsa (mountain).

He was surrounded by crores of elephants, horses, chariots
and foot-soldiers. Seeing him as hecame there, the gods being
delighted went (to fight). (siva’s) attendants hurriedly got ready
to fight. All the attendants led by Nandin, Gajanana, Kartikeya,
and maddened to fight, got down from Kailasa by Siva’s order.
Then on the land at the foot of Kailasa a war between the
lordly Pramathas (Siva’s attendants) and the demons took place.
It was fierce, and full of weapons and missiles. The earth that
resounded with the sounds of multitudes of drums, tabors,
conches, giving joy to the heroes, so also with the sounds of
elephants, horses and chariots, trembled.

17b-26. With the multitudes of Saktis, iron clubs and arrows,
with pestles, barbed missiles and sharp-edged spears, the entire
sky shone, as if it was covered with meteors. The entire
land shone with the chariots, elephants and horses that were
struck down. (The ground) was as it were covered with the tops
of mountains struck by thunderbolt. The ground was inaccessi-
ble due to the multitudes of demons killed by Pramathas
(attendants), and with marrow, blood, mire of flesh etc.
Bhirgava brought back to life the multitudes of demons killed
by Pramathas. Seeing (Bhargava) bringing repeatedly back to
life by the power of the Safijivani-vidya those that died in the
battle, all the attendants (of Siva) were perplexed and struck
by fear. They told the lord of the god of gods all that Sukra
had done. Then from Rudra’s mouth a destructive, very fearful
deity was produced. Having shanks like tila (trees), fat,
crooked, and pressing the trees with her breasts, she reached the
battlefield, and ate the great demons. Seizing Bhargava in her
hand she went and vanished. Secing Bhargava seized the
divisions of the demon-army had their faces dejected; (but)
maddened for fighting, thev struck through pride. Struck by
the fear of (Siva’s) attendants, the demon army was dispersed
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like the scattered heap of grass struck by the speed of wind.
(Siva’s) attendants seeing the demon army broken, rejoiced.

27-32. The three very powerful ones—the two genetals viz.
Nisumbha and Sumbha and the brave Kalanemi—warded off the
army of the attendants. They discharged arrows as clouds
(discharge water) in the rainy season. Then the volleys of arrows
of (i.e. discharged by) the demons, like swarms of locusts,
blocked the sky and all directions, and they made the entire
army of (Siva’s) attendants tremble. The attendants pierced
by hundreds of arrows and shedding showers of blood appeared
like kim$uka (trees) in spring season. Nothing could be clearly
seen. Then (Siva’s) attendants fell, were knocked down, cut off
and pierced. Leaving the battlefield, they all turned back. Then
Gajanana, lordly Nandin and Kartikeya, overpowered for long,
seeing their army broken and unable to stand (the demon-force)
forcibly warded off the excellent demons.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED ONE
The Fight Goes On

Narada said:

1-19. Those demons on seeing the chiefs of the attendants
like Nandin, Gajanana and Kartikeya, impatiently ran (to them)
for duels. Kalanemi, Sumbha and Nisumbha, (each) equipped
with an armor, speedily ran (respectively) to Nandin, Gajanana
and Kartikeya. With five arrows NiSumbha pierced Kartikeya’s
peacock on his chest with speed and he fell down unconscious.
Then, when the angry Kartikeya took his (missile called) $akti,
Nisumbbha forcibly knocked him down with $§akti. Then Nandi-
svara pierced Kalanemi with arrows. With seven he pierced his
horses and banners, and with three his charioteer. Kalanemi who
was angry, cut off Nandin’s bow. Throwing it off, he firmly
struck him on his chest with a spear. He, with his chest pierced
by a spear and with his horses and charioteer killed, took off
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the mountain’s peak and threw it at Nandin. Then Sumbha and
Gajanana, having a chariot and a rat as their vehicles, fighting
with each other, pierced each other with volleys of arrows. The
lord of the attendants (i.e. Gajinana) struck Sumbha in his
heart with an arrow and knocked on the ground his charioteer
with five arrows. Then Sumbha, being extremely angry, pierced
Gajanana with sixty arrows, (his) rat with three, and thundered
like a cloud. The rat, with his limbs pierced with arrows, walked
painfully. Gajanana got down (from the rat) and became a
foot soldier, O king. Then Gajanana, having struck Sumbha on
his chest with a spear, knocked him down on the ground, and
again mounted the rat. Kilanemi and Nisumbha both simult-
aneously struck Gajanana through anger with arrows, like a
great elephant with a goad. Seeing him being troubled, the very
strong Virabhadra, along with a crore of imps, speedily ran
(to him). Kusmandas, Bhairavas, vampires, goblins, bevies of
witches and (other) attendants followed him. Then the earth,
resounding with kilakila sound (expressing joy), roars like those
of lions, growlings, (beatings of) drums, trembled. Then the
imps ran and devoured the demons. They jumped and fell and
danced on the battlefield. Nandin and Kartikeya hurriedly came
(there) and struck the demons with continuous volleys of arrows
in the battle. The army, cut off and broken with the demons
killed, knocked down and threatened (by the attendants) was
perplexed, and had a dejected face at that time.

20-31. Seeing (his) army destroyed, the strong son of the
Ocean, in a chariot with a superior banner, marched against the
attendants. Then in both the armies there were loud noise, sound
of conches and drums, and roars like those oflions. Then with
volleys of arrows, as with covers of mist, Jalandhara blocked
the space between heaven and earth. Piercing Gajanana with
five (arrows), Nandin too with five, and Virabhadra with twenty,
he thundered like a cloud. Then Kartikeya quickly pierced the
demon with his (missile called) sakti. Pierced with the Sakti he,
with his mind a little agitated, rolled about. Then, with his eyes
full of anger Jalandhara struck Kartikeya with a mace. He too
fell on the ground. In the same way he speedily knocked down
Nandin on the ground. Then the angry Gajanana cut off his mace
with his axe. Virabhadra pierced the demon on his chest with
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three arrows, and cut off with seven (arrows) his horses, banners
and concealed bow. Then the very angry lord of demons raising
a fierce sakti, knocked down Gajanana and got into another
chariot. Then, full of anger, he speedily marched against
Virabhadra. Then the two, resembling the sun, fought with each
other. Virabhadra knocked down his horses with arrows. The
lord of demons cut off (his) bow, and with an iron bar as his
weapon, fought. That demon, quickly attacking Virabhadra,
struck him on his head with an iron club. The demon too, with
his head pierced, and ejecting blood, fell on the ground.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWO

Jalandhara Plays a Trick

Narada said:

1-12. Seeing that Virabhadra fallen, Rudra’s attendants
leaving the battle through fear and crying came to Siva. Then
hearing the uproar of his attendants, Siva having mounted on
his bull and laughing a little, came to the battle. Seeing Siva
coming, the attendants roaring like lions, again returned (to the
battlefield). In the battle they struck the demons with showers
of arrows. All the demons, seeing the fierce Siva, ran away as
sins run away through fear on seeing him who observes the vow
of Kartika. Then Jalandhara, seeing the demons fleeing on the
battlefield, angrily ran to Siva and discharged thousands of
arrows. Sumbha, Nisumbha, A§vamukha, Kilanemi, Balihaka,
Khadgaroman, Pracanda and Ghasmara went (i.e. rushed) to
Siva. Siva, seeing the army of his attendants covered with the
darkness caused by the arrows (of the demons), cut off the volley
of arrows and with his own arrows covered the sky. He then
troubled the demons with the hurricanes of his arrows. With
fierce and continuous volleys of arrows he knocked (them) on
the ground. Similarly he angrily cut off the head of Khadgaro-
man with a battle-axe. With a club having a skull at the top he
also cut into two Balahaka’s head; and binding the demon
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Ghasmara with a noose, he knocked him down on the ground.
Some were struck by the bull; some were driven away by the
arrows. The demons, like elephants tormented by lions, could
not stand (before Siva). Then Jalandhara with his mind full of
anger and a voice sharp like (the sound of) thunderbolt, quickly
challenged (Siva) in the battle.

Jalandhara said:

13. Fight with me today. What is the use of striking these?
O you having matted hair, show me whatever might you have.

Narada said:

14-27. Speaking like this he struck Siva with seventy
arrows. He, laughing a little, cut them off before they reached
(him) with sharp arrows. Then with seven (arrows) he cut off
his horses, banners, umbrella and bow. He the powerful one,
with his bow cut off and without his chariot, took a mace. Siva
ran (to him) and cut into two his mace with arrows. Yet, rais-
ing his fist he went to kill Siva. (Just) then Siva drove him
away up to a krosa with the volleys of arrows. Then the demon
Jalandhara, thinking Siva to be stronger, created a gandharvi
illusion which was wonderful, and deluded Siva. Then gandh-
arvas and bevies of celestial nymphs sang and danced. They
sounded musical instruments made of bell-metal, lutes and
tabors with one another. Seeing that great wonder Rudra was
deluded by the sound, and he did not even notice weapons
dropped from his hands. The demon seeing Rudra concentrated,
was overpowered by sexual desire, quickly went where Parvati
was seated, after putting the very strong Sumbha and Ni§umbha
in (charge of) the battle. That Jalandhara became one having
ten staff-like arms, five faces, three eyes, matted hair, and
mounted upon a mighty bull. Then seeing Rudra coming, his
beloved came from among her friends, and remained within the
range of his sight. When the lord of demons saw Parvati of a
charming body, he ejected his semen and his body became dull.
Then Parvati, recognising him to be the demon, was overcome
by fear, and vanished and went to Uttaramanasa. Not seeing
her in a moment like a streak of lighting, he again quickly went
to the battle(-field) where god Siva stood. Then Parvati also



2684 Padma Purdna

mentally recollected the great Visnu. Then the goddess saw him
seated by her.

Parvati said:

28. O Visnu, the demon Jalandhara has done a great
wonder. Do you not know the act of that wicked-minded

(demon)?

The lord said:

29. We are following the path shown by him only. Other-
wise, he well-protected by (his wife’s) chastity would not be fit
to be killed.

Narada said:

30-32. Speaking like this, Visnu again went to Jalandhara
city. And Siva, followed by gandharvas remained in the battle.
Sceing the illusion to have disappeared, he awoke. Then Siva,
with his mind amazed, again angrily went to fight Jalandhara.
The demon too seeing Siva to have come back again, covered
him with volleys of arrows in the battle.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THREE
Vrnda Curses Visnu

Narada said:

1-12. Visnu having gone to Jalandhara broke through his
cover and decided to break (i.e. spoil) the vow of chastity of
Vrnda. Respectable Vrndaraka saw in her dream her husband
mounted upon a buffalo, smeared with oil, naked, adorned with
black flowers, and waited upon by groups of eaters of raw
flesh, (saw him as) having gone to the southern direction clean-
shaved and covered with darkness. (She saw) her city plunged
into the ocean with herself. Then the young lady, (trying to)
ascertain (the meaning of) her dream, awoke. She repeatedly
saw the sun that had risen, as having holes and steady. Know-
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ing it to be undesirable, she, overcome by fear and weeping
did not find pleasure at the principal gate and upper story. Then
with two (of her) friends she went to the city-garden. The young
lady, even after having gone there, did not get pleasure any-
where. Going from forest to forest, she was not at all aware of
herself. Then the young lady who was wandering, saw two
demons very fierce, having lion-like faces, and fierce fangs and
eyes. Seeing them, she being extremely alarmed, became wholly
engaged in running. She saw a calm ascetic observing silence
with his disciples. Then putting, through fear, her creeper-like
arm round his neck she said: ‘“O sage, protect me who have
sought your shelter.” The sage, seeing her alarmed and followed
by the demons, angrily turned away the fierce demons just with
a hum sound. Vrnda, seeing them to have gone to the sky due
to his hum sound, fell (i.e. prostrated herself) on the ground like
a staff and spoke (these) words:

Vrnda said:

13-14. O you treasure of compassion, you have protected
me from a terrible fear. So I desire to say something respect-
fully. Kindly listen to it. O lord, O you of a good vow, my
husband Jalandhara has gone to fight with Rudra. Tell me
how he is (faring) in the battle.

Narada said:

15-18. The sage having heard the words looked about with
compassion. Just then two lordly monkeys came and saluting
him stood before him. Then ordered by the indication of his
creeper-like brows, they went to the sky. Having gone, the
monkeys returned within half a moment and stood before him.
Seeing them having in their hands the head and trunk of the
Ocean’s son, she, afflicted by the grief for her husband, fell
unconscious on the ground. She was sprinkled over with the
water from the pitcher and was brought back to consciousness
by the sage. Putting her forechead on that of her husband, she,

being dejected, wept.

Vrnda said:
19-20. O lord, how is it that you who formerly amused me
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with pleasing news, are not talking to me, your innocent belov-
ed. How is it that you, the conqueror of the three wor)ds, who
vanquished gods with gandharvas and Indra, were killed by an
ascetic (i.e. Siva)?

Narada said .
21a. Thus weeping, Vrnda said (these) words to the sage.

Vrnda said:

21b-22. O you treasure of penance, O best sage, his life is
very dear to me. I think you alone are capable of bringing him
back to life.

Hearing her words the sage laughed and said:

The sage said:

23. It is not possible to bring back to life him who is killed
by Siva in a battle. Yet full of pity for you, I shall revive him.

Narada said:

24-26. Speaking like this, when he just vanished, just then
the Ocean’s son, with his mind pleased, embraced and kissed
Vrnda. Then Vrnda too seeing her husband, delighted in mind;
she lived in the forest with him, and enjoyed with him for
many days. Once, at the end of the coitus seeing him to be
Visnu only, Vrnda getting angry censured him and spoke (these)
words:

Vrnda said:

27-31. O Vispu, fie upon the conduct of you, molesting
another’s wife! I have recognized you to be actually an illusory
ascetic. The two door-keepers of you whom you showed me
through your Maya (illusion), shall become demons and kidnap
your wife. You too, afflicted with the grief due to your-wife and
assisted by the monkeys wander in the forest with him, the lord
of all who has become your disciple.

Speaking like this, Vrnda, though prohibited by Visnu, not
having any mental attachment for him, entered fire. Then Visnu,
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repeatedly remembering her, and having covered himself with
the ash of Vrnda’s funeral pyre, remained there only; and
though advised by the groups of sages and siddhas, did not
obtain peace.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FOUR
The End of Jalandhara

Narada said:

1-15a. Then Jalandhara seeing Siva having wonderful
valour, fashioned (an) illusory (form of) Parvati to delude Siva.
At that time Siva saw her mounted upon the chariot, weeping,
and being killed by Sumbha, Nisumbha and other demons.
Seeing Parvati like that, Siva too, with his mind dejected,
remained silent with his face hung down and forgetting his
valour. Then Jalandhara speedily pierced Siva in his head,
chest and belly with arrows plunging up to their feathered ends.
Then being instructed by Visnu, he realised the illusion. He
became one having a fierce form, very fierce due to a series of
flames. Seeing his extremely fierce form, the demons could not
stand before him and took to the ten directions. Then the god
gave a curse to Sumbha and NiSumbha: “After having gone
away from the battle with me, you will be killed by Parvati.”
Again Jalandhara speedily showered (§iva) with sharp arrows,
so that a great surface of the earth was covered with darkness
due to the arrows. While Rudra quickly cut off his arrows, the
mighty one quickly struck the bull (Nandin) with an iron bar.
Due to that stroke, the bull turned away from the battlefield.
Though dragged by Siva, he did not remain on the battlefield.
Then Siva having a fierce form, and very angry, speedily dis-
charged the Sudarsana disc, bright like the sun. Reaching
Jalandhara speedily, it burnt heaven and earth. It took (i.e. cut)
off his head with big, long eves from his body. Resounding the
earth his body fell from the chariot; and from his body a lustre
came out and merged into Siva’s body. Seeing the lustre coming
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out from his body and merging into (the body of) Siva, gods
like Indra with their eyes blooming with joy, saluted Siva with
their heads (bent down) and told him about Visnu’s act.«

The gods said:

15b-16. O Siva, you have protected the gods from fear of
the enemy. Something else has come up. What should we do
there? Deluded by Vrnda’s beauty, Visnu is stupefied.

The lord said:

17. O gods, to remove Visnu’s delusion resort to the fasci-
nating Maya, fit to be resorted to. She will do your work.

Narada said:

18. Saying so, the god along with the imps and attendants
vanished; and gods praised the Miula Prakrti (literally, the
original source) to whom the devotees were dear.

The gods said:

19-21. We bow to that pure (causecalled) Prakrti, from
which the constituents, sattva (goodness), rajas (activity) and
tamas (darkness or ignorance) have come up, which is the pri-
mary cause of creation, maintenance and destruction (of the
world), by whose desire all this existence and non-existence is
spread. O lady with benumbing missiles, the twentythree divi-
sions (principles), that formerly remained in the entire world,
are the forms and acts of that (i.e. of you). We bow to her. We
bow to that nature of Visnu, which always loves the devotces,
and men devoted to whom never meet with poverty, delusion,
defeat etc.

Narada said:;

22-29. To him, who, with a concentrated mind, recites this
hymn thrice a day, poverty, delusion, difficulties never touch
(i.e. come). Those gods who were praising like this, saw in the
sky, (Maya) abiding in an orb of lustre and pervading the atmo-
sphere with a series of flames. They all saw Bharati moving in
the sky from its midst: “I alone, divided in three ways, remain
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with the three constituents. (My three forms are) Gauri, Laksmi
and Svara (respectively endowed) with sattva, rajas and tamas.
Go there, O gods; they will do your work.”

Narada said:

O king, when the gods with their eyes blooming with joy
due to amazement, were hearing like this, the lustre disappeared.
Then all the gods prompted by those words went and, greatly
devoted, saluted Gauri, Laksmi and Svara. O king, then they,
loving their devotees, saw the gods bowing down (to them), gave
them seeds and said (these) words:

The goddesses said:

Sow these seeds in that place where Visnu remains. Then
your undertaking will succeed.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIVE
The Greatness of Dhatri and Tulasi

Narada said:

1-15. O best king, from the seeds that were thrown (i.e.
sown) there, three plants came up: Dhatri, Malati and Tulasi.
Dhatri is said to have come up from Dhatri (the earth), Malati
from Laksmi, and Tulasi from Gauri (having) the qualities
(constituents viz.) sattva (goodness), rajas (activity) and tamas
(darkness, ignorance). O king, Visnu, deluded by the excellence
of Vrnda’s beauty, seeing the herbs in the form of women got
up in confusion. Then, with his mind attached to (i.e. full of)
passion, he saw them. Tulasi and Dhatri also looked at him
with love only. Since formerly Laksmi gave the seed decepti-
vely, therefore, the woman who came up from it, became jealous
of him. Therefore, she is called Barbari (i.e. low), and is very
much condemned by Vispu. Due to his love for them Dhatri
and Tulasi have always delighted him. Then Vispu, forgetting
his grief, went to Vaikuntha with them. He was delighted and
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was saluted by all gods. Therefore, Vispu’s worship is ordained
at the time of the conclusion of the Kartika (vow), since it is
said always to cause delight (when done) at the root of” Tulasi.
O king, the house of him in whose house stands a Tulasi-grove,
is of the nature of a holy place. Yama’s servants do not come
(there). Those best men who plant a Tulasi-grove which des-
troys all sins, which is auspicious, which satisfies desires, never
see (Yama) the Sun’s son. The three, viz. seeing (i.e. visiting)
Narmada, bathing in Ganga, and contact with Tulasi-grove, are
said to be equivalent. Due to men’s planting, protecting, sprinki-
ing, seeing and touching Tulasi, Tulasi removes their sin com-
mitted through speech, mind and body. He who would worship
Visnu with Tulasi-blossoms, does not go to the abode of
embryo (i.e. is not reborn), and gets salvation. There is no
doubt about this. In the Tulasi-leaf live holy places like Puskara,
so also rivers like Ganga and gods like Visnu. O best king, if a
man dies with a Tulasi-leaf (on his person), he obtains absorp-
tion with Visnu. This is the truth (and the only) truth.

16-29. Even Yama cannot look at him, even though he is
full of hundreds of sins, who dies with Tulasi-clay smeared (on
his body). He who would put on the sandal from Tulasi-wood,
great sin, though committed by him, does not touch his body.
O king, a man should offer sraddha wherever there would be
the shade of a Tulasi-grove. (Sriddha) offered there becomes
inexhaustible for the manes of the dead ancestors. The dead
ancestors in hell, of him who offers pindas under the shade of
a Tulasi-plant, are gratified, O best king. He who keeps the
Dhatri-fruit on his head, in his hand, in his mouth, on his body,
should be known to be Visnu himself, O best king. He on whose
body the Dhatri-fruit or clay (from the root) of Tulasi from
Dvaraka always remains, is called ‘liberated while alive.” The
fruit for that man who bathes with water mixed with Dhatri-
fruits or with Tulasi-leaves, is said to be like that of a bath in
Ganga. The man who would worship the deities with Dhatri-
leaves or Dhatri-fruits, would obtain the fruit of worshipping
them with various flowers (made) of gold. In Kartika when the
Sun has resorted to the Libra sign of the Zodiac, holy places,
sages, deities, sacrifices always remain resorted to the Dhatri.
One who plucks a Tulasi-leaf on the twelfth day, and a Dhaitri-
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fruit in Kartika, would go to very condemned hells. The sin due
to contact with (prohibited) food, of the man who eats under
the shade of a Dhatri plant in Kairtika, perishes for the (whole)
year. One who worships Visnu (while sitting) at the root of
a Dhatri plant in Kartika, has always worshipped at all places
sacred to Vispu. Even the god (Brahma) having four mouths
would not be able to narrate the greatness of Dhatri and Tulasi as
of god Visnu. One who devoutly listens to or causes (others) to
listen to the cause of the origin of Dhatri and Tulasi, has his
sins shaken off, and he, seated in an excellent aeroplane with
his ancestors, goes to heaven.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIX
The Kalaha Episode

Prthu said:

1-2. O brahmana, you told me properly thc greatness of
Tulasi along with its history. 1 have listened to this great, very
wonderful (account). Tell (me) what great fruit a man gets, who
observes the Kartika vow; (tell) its greatness again. (Tell) also
who observed it? and in what manner (did he observe it)?

Narada said:

3-10. Formerly in the region of Sahyddri in the city of
Karavira there lived a brahmana known as Dharmadatta, a
knower of Dharma. He always observed Visnu’s vow and was
always engaged in worshipping Visnu. He was fond of muttering
the hymn of the twelve syllables and guests were dear to him.
Once in the month of Kartika he went to Vispu's temple for
keeping awake (in honour) of Visnu, when the fourth part of
the night had remained. When he was taking the materials for
Visnu’s worship, he saw a demoness of a terrible voice, that
had come there. Her fangs and face were crooked; her tongue
had gone down; her eyes were red; she was naked; the flesh (in
her body) was dry (i.e. she was emaciated); her lips were long



2692 Padma Purdna

(i.e. protruding); her voice was purring. Seeing her, he, afflicted
with fear and with limbs trembling, quickly struck her with the
materials of worship and water. She was (thus) struck (by him)
after remembering Vispu’s name and with Tulasi-water. There-
fore, all her sin perished. Then she, remembering her former
existence due to the maturity of her acts, told him her entire
condition, after saluting him (by prostrating before him) like a
staff.

Kalaha said:

11. Thave been reduced to this condition as a result of my
deeds in the former (existence). O brahmana, how shall I again
attain excellent and auspicious condition?

Narada said:

12. Seeing her bowing down before (him) and narrating
those acts of her, the brahmana, extremely amazed, then said
(these) words:

Dharmadatta said:

13.  As a result of which act are you reduced to such a
condition? Wherefrom (do you come)? Who are you? What is
your disposition? Tell all that to me.

Kalaha said:

14-18a. O brahmana, in a city in Saurastra there was a
brahmana named Bhiksu. T was first his very cruel wife named
Kalaha. I never did good to him even by words; I who broke his
command and who always liked to quarrel, never gave sweet
food to my husband. Then the brahmana was dejected through
grief; that my husband thought of marrying another woman.
Then, O brahmana, taking poison, I cast off my life. Then
Yama’s followers bound me and took me away. And Yama
seeing me then, asked Citragupta.

Yama said:

18b-19. O Citragupta, see what act she has done. Let her
obtain good or bad fruit of her act.
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Then Citragupta, censuring her, said (these) words:

Citragupta said:

20-25. She has not done any good act at all. She (herself)
ate savoury food, (but) did not give it to her husband. Therefore,
let her be (born) in her own feces in the stock of a cockroach.
Then, O Hari, she, who hated her husband and always
quarrelled, will be (born) in the stock of a female pig eating
feces. Since she always ate from the pot in which the food is
cooked, (let her be born) among female-cats eating her own
young ones. Since she killed herself with reference to her
husband, therefore, let this extremely censured one live among
ghosts and goblins. Then with the demons she should be taken
to the Maru country. Let her, having a ghosts’ body, stay there
for alongtime. Thus having undergone (i.e. passed through) three
stocks (i.c. existences) (she will be) doing auspicious acts.

Kalaha said:

26-31. That I (i.e. like that I) remained for five hundred
years in a ghost’s body. Everyday I was oppressed by hunger and
thirst and was afflicted due to my own act(s). Then I, oppres-
sed by hunger everyday, (resorted to)a merchant’s bodyand came
to the confluence of Krsna and Veni in the southern country.
When I resorted to that bank, I was forcibly thrown away from
that body(?) by the attendants of Siva and Visnu. Then, O brih-
mana, I who was emaciated with hunger, who was wandering,
and whose sin had gone away due to the contact of the Tulasi-
water thrown (by you), saw you. Therefore, O best brihmana,
have pity on me. How shall I be free from the three very fearful
existences, and from this ghost’s body?

Hearing like this the words of Kalaha, the brahmana, full of
affliction and amazement due to the maturity of her acts, and
with his mind restless due to having seen her misery thought for
a long time, and sorrowfully spoke (these) words:
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SEVEN
Kalaha Is Emancipated

Dharmadatta said:

1-5. By means of (visits to) holy places, gifts and vows etc.
sins perish. But you, remaining in an imp’s body are not entitled
to them. My mind dejected at seeing this misery of you will not
be pleased without emancipating you who are unhappy. Your
sin, giving you the three existences as a result of its maturity, is
very grave. Itcannot be exhausted by other meritorious acts.
The state of an imp is very censurable. Therefore, obtain a good
condition by means of half the merit of the Kartika vow observed
by me from my birth. Sacrifices, gifts, (visits to) holy places and
vows certainly do not at all have the equivalence to the merit

due to the Kartika vow.

Narada said:

6-8. Speaking like this, when Dharmadatta sprinkled her
with water mixed with Tulasi, repeating the twelve-syllabled
(hymn), (just) then she was free from imphood, resembled the
flame of a blazing fire, had a divine form, and brightened up the
directions with her beauty. Then she saluted the brdhmanpa (by
prostrating herself) like a staff on the ground, and in a voice
stammering with joy, said (these) words:

Kalaha said:

9. O you best brahmana, due to your favour I have been
free from hell. Certainly you have been (the emancipator) of
me who was drowning in the ocean of sin.

Narada said:

10-13. She who was talking like this to the brahmana saw
a bright aeroplane with attendants having Vispu’s form coming
from the sky. Then two righteous door-keepers of good conduct
put her into that excellent aeroplane attended upon by a band of
celestial nymphs. Dharmadatta saw that aeroplane and was
amazed. Seeing the two meritorious ones he fell on the ground
like a staff. The two righteous ones of good conduct, raised the
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brahmana who had bowed down, and praising him spoke (these)
words:

The two attendants said:

14-26. It’s good, O best brahmana, that you are always
devoted to Visnu, you arekind to the helpless, you know Dharma
and are very much engrossed in Vispu’s vow. From your birth
you observed this Kartika vow. By giving half of (the religious
merit due to) it her sins collected formerly in hundreds of
existences, have perished. Due to your keeping awake in
honour of Visnu etc. this aeroplane has come; so also (have
come) the residence in Vaikuntha, proximity of Vispu, and
absorption into him. Those who have devoutly propitiated
Visnu as you have done, O Dharmadatta, are lucky and con-
tented. Their existence is fruitful. What will Vispu who formerly
put Uttina’s son (Dhruva) at a fixed place, and by merely
remembering whose name human beings get good position, not
give to human beings, when he is properly propitiated? For-
merly the lordly elephant seized by a crocodile became free by
(merely) remembering his name, obtained his proximity and
became one called ‘Jaya’ (i.e. came to be called Jaya). Therefore,
Visnu worshipped by you will give you with your two wives his
proximity for many thousand years. Then, after your religious
merit is exhausted, when you will go to the earth, you will be a
famous king born in the solar dynasty named Dasaratha with
your two wives and with this one as the third (wife) sharing
half of your religious merit. There on the earth also Visnu doing
the work of the gods, will give you his proximity after having
made himself (i.e. born as) your son. For you sacrifices, gifts,
visits to holy places are not superior to this your vow (taken)
from your birth and pleasing Visnu. O brahmana, you are lucky
that you have observed this vow pleasing the lord of the world,
due to the fruit of the half portion of which this one is being
taken by us to the same world as of Visnu.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED EIGHT

King Cola and Brahmana Vignudasa

Narada said:

1. Hearing her words like this, Dharmadatta, being amazed,
bowed on the ground (i.e. prostrated himself) like a staff and

said these words:

Dharmadatta said:

2-3. By means of sacrifices, gifts, vows, (visits to) holy
places, austerities, all devotees properly propitiate Visnu who
removes affliction. (Tell me) that which pleases Visnu and which
brings about proximity of Visnu and having done which all

those are done.

The two attendants said:

4-13. O brahmana, you have asked well. Listen with a
concentrated mind to a story, with its history, which took place
in olden times and which is being told (by us). Formerly in
Kantipura there lived an emperor Cola after whom, it is said, the
country was called Cola. While he was ruling over the globe,
no man was poor, unhappy, of a sinful design or diseased. Of
him, performing many sacrifices (i.e. while he was performing
many sacrifices), both the banks of the Tamraparnpi (river) were
full of beauty with golden sacrificial posts resembling Caitraratha
(Kubera’s garden). Once, O brahmana, that king went to
Anantasayana where this lord of the three worlds resorts to
sleep. There the king having duly worshipped god Vispu with
divine gems, pearls, and beautiful golden flowers, saluted him
(prostrating before him) like a staff and sat (there). When he
was seated he saw a brahmana called Visnudasa, who had come
with Tulasi-water in his hand for worshipping the god and
living in his own city. Having come there, the brahmana-sage
worshipped the god of gods after having bathed him with Tulasi
blossoms and leaves and with (the recital of) the Visnu-hymn.
Seeing that the worship done (by him) with jewels (etc.), was
covered with Tulasi (-leaves) etc. the got angry and spoke (these)

words:
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The king said.

14-16. O Visnudasa, how is it that the beautiful worship done
by me with rubies and gold is covered with Tulasi-leaves by you?
Since you cover this very beautiful worship offered by me, I
think you do not know devotion to Visnu and you are wretched.

Hearing these words, the best brahmana got angry, and
transgressing (i.e. not caring for) the greatness of the king, said
(these) words then:

Visnudasa said:

17. O king, you do not know salvation; you are proud of
your wealth. Tell me which Visnu-vow you have observed
before.

The two attendants said:

18-22. O brihmana, hearing those words of the brihmana
the best king laughed and proudly said these words to Visnudasa:
“O brahmana, if, being very proud, you are telling like this, (tell
me) how much devotion to Visnu you poor and indigent one
have. O brahmana, you have not offered sacrifices or gifts. Nor
anywhere have you put up a temple before. If the pride of you
who are like this persists due to your devotion, then may these
best brahmanas today hear my words. This dispute will go (i.e.
cease). I shall have actual perception of Visnu so that all these
and you will realise our devotion.”

The two attendants said:

23-30. Speaking like this, O brahmana, the king went to his
palace; and making Mudgala the preceptor he commenced a
sacrificial session (in honour) of Visnu, at which hosts of sages
had come and many presents were given, which was rich like the
one offered formerly by Brahma at Prayaga. Vispudasa, observ-
ing the vow, remained just there in the temple, always observing
these five restraints pleasing Vignu: observing properly the vow
in Magha and Kartika, maintaining a Tulasi-grove, observing the
Ekadasi-vow, and muttering the twelve-syllabled hymn. So also
everyday he worshipped Visnu in the sixteen ways with auspici-
ous (acts) like dancing and singing. (Thus) he observed these
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vows. He, viewing all equally, always remembered Visnu while
walking, eating and even while sleeping, and saw Visnu remain-
ing (i.e. as present) in every being. He daily observed the
special restraints in Magha and Kartika for pleasing Visnu, so
also their proper conclusion. When king Cola and Visnudasa,
who were observing that vow, who had devoted their senses and
acts to deeds for him (i.e. Visnu), were thus propitiating (Visnu)
the lord of Laksmi, much time passed.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED NINE

King Cola and Visnudasa Become Attendants of Visnu

The two attendants said:

1-13. When once the brahmana Visnudadsa cooked (food)
after having duly performed his daily rite, someone unnoticed
took away (the food). The briahmana, not (being able to) see
him, did not at all cook again through fear of violating the vow
of his evening worship. On the next day, when he, after having
cooked, was about to offer it to Visnu, somebody again took it
away. In this way, for seven days somebody (daily) took away
the food, O brahmana. He was amazed and thought in his mind
thus: ‘Oh, who comes daily and takes away my food? This place
of the holy ascetics is not at allto be abandoned by me. If,
having cooked again, I eat (the food), then how can I give up
the evening worship (of the deity)? I shall not eat after cooking
some food. A devotee of Visnu does not eat without offering
everything to Visnu. How can I again remain in (i.e. observe)
this vow by fasting? Today I shall properly guard the food.’
Thinking thus he cooked the food and remained there unnoticed.
Just then he saw a candala ready to take away the cooked food.
He was emaciated with hunger, his face was melancholy, and
only bones and skin were left (in his body). Seeing him, the best
briahmana had his mind distressed with pity. Seeing the (candala)
stealing the food, the brahmapa said, “Wait, wait. How do you
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eat the dry food? Have this ghee.” Seeing the best brahmana
speaking like this and coming (near him), he, through fear, ran
fast, and dropped down unconscious. That best brahmana, seeing
the candala frightened and unconscious, speedily approached him
and fanned him with the ends of his garment through compas-
sion (for him).

14-21. Visnudasa saw him who got up, to be actually god
Visnu holding a conch, a disc, and a mace, (and) wearing a
yellow garment, having four arms, having the mark of Srivatsa,
wearing a crown, and having his chest marked with Kaustubha
resembling atasi flower. Secing him, the best brahmana was
full of good thoughts. At that time he was unable to praise
and salute him. Then gods like Indra came there at that
time; and gandharvas and celestial nymphs gladly sang and
danced. At that time the place was crowded with hundreds of
aeroplanes and it resounded with the sounds of songs and
musical instruments. Then Visnu, having embraced his virtuous
devotee, gave him absorption into himself and took him to
Vaikuntha. King Cola who was initiated (for a sacrifice) saw
Vispudasa seated in the excellent aeroplane in the vicinity of
Visnu. Seeing Visnudasa going to Vispu’'s abode, he quickly
called his preceptor Mudgala and thus spoke to him:

Cola said:

22-25. That brahmana vying with whom I performed that
sacrifice etc., is, after taking up Visnu’s form, going to Visnu’s
abode. I who was initiated for this sacrificial session, offered
oblations into fire through you and made the brahmanas
completely (happy) in their minds through gifts etc. That god
yet does not certainly become pleased. (But) that Visnu actually
presented himself (before the brihmana) by his devotion,
Therefore, Visnu is not at all pleased by means of gifts and
sacrifices. Devotion alone is the means of seeing that lord.

The two attendants said:

26-32. Saying so he consecrated his sister’s son on the
throne. Since from his childhood he was initiated for the
sacrifice, he was sonless. Therefore, even now in his kingdom
sisters’ sons only, continuing the convention followed (previo-
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usly) become heir to the kingdom. Then going to the place of
the sacrifice, and standing before the hole made for receiving
the sacrificial fire, addressing Visnu, he loudly spoke (these
words) three times: O Visnu, give me a stable devotidn through
acts of mind, speech and body.” Saying like this he fell into the
fire, when all were watching. Then Mudgala angrily extracted
the tuft of hair on the crown of his head. Since then, even up to
this day the Mudgalas are without the tuft of hair on the crowns
on their heads. Just then Visnu, loving his devotees, appeared
inthe fire in the hole made for receiving the sacrificial fire.
Visnu embraced him and put him into an excellent aeroplane.
Having embraced him and assimilated him into himself, the lord
of gods, surrounded by gods, went to his abode in Vaikuntha

with him.

Narada said:

33. That Vispu dear to Laksmi, made the two having
similar forms, his doorkeepers. He who was Visnudasa became
Punpyasila (by name), and he who was king Cola became Susila

by name.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TEN

The Story of Jaya and Vijaya

Dharmadatta said:

1. Ihave heard that Jaya and Vijaya are Visnu’s doorkee-
pers. (But I do not know) what they did due to which they had
these forms.

The two attendants said:

2-14. Due to just being seen by Kardama, Devahiiti, Tyna-
bindu’s daughter, formerly gave birth to two sons, O brihmana.
The elder one was Jaya by name, and the younger Vijaya. On (i.e.
from) the other wife was born Kapila, a knower of yoga, and
Dharma. Jaya and Vijaya were always engrossed in devotion
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to Visnu. Controlling their senses, they were disposed to virtue.
Everyday they both recited the eight-syllabled hymn and obser-
ved the Vispu-vow. Visnu always presented himself at their
worship (of him). Sometime Marutta invited them for a
sacrifice. They, skilled in performing a sacrifice, went there,
being waited upon by divine sages. Jaya became the Brahma
priest and Vijaya the sacrificing priest. Then they fully accom-
plished the sacrificial rite. Marutta, after having bathed at the
end of the sacrifice, gave them much wealth. Taking that wealth
they went to their hermitage. O sage, then for worshipping and
gratifying Visnu they vied with each other and they divided the
wealth. Jaya said: ¢Let it be divided into equal parts.” Vijaya
said: “Whatever is received by one is one’s (share).” Then Jaya
angrily and with his mind agitated, cursed Vijaya; ‘‘Since having
received (the wealth) you are not giving it, therefore, be a
crocodile.” Vijaya too, having heard that curse of (i.e. pro-
nounced by) him, cursed him: ‘‘Be an elephant”, since he, erring
due to arrogance had cursed him. Seeing lord Vispu at the
time of the daily worship, they told him like that. They solicited
Laksmi’slord for rendering the curse ineffective. “O god, how
shall we, your devotees, go to the stock of a crocodile and an
elephant? O ocean of kindness, turn away that curse.”

The lord said:

15-29. The words of my devotees shall never be untrue. I
too can never change it. Formerly due to Prahlada’s words I
appeared in a pillar. In the same way due to Ambarisa’s words
I arose on the way(?). Therefore, having certainly undergone
these two curses pronounced by yourselves, obtain my eternal

position.

Speaking like this, Visnu vanished.

The two attendants said:

Then the crocodile and the elephant were (born) on the bank
of Gandaki. Even in that state they remembered their (former)
birth, and observed Vispu-vow. Some time in Kartika the
elephant went to Gandaki to bathe. Just then, the crocodile
remembering the cause of the curse seized him. The elephant
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seized by the crocodile remembered Visnu. Just then Visnu,
holding a conch, a disc, a mace appeared (there). Thenthe lord,
throwing his disc, emancipated the crocodile and the elephant,
and absorbing them into himself, took them to Vaikuntha.
Since then the place is known as Hariksetra, where even (now)
the stones bear the mark of the disc. Those two, O brahmana,
known as Jaya and Vijaya, and dear to Visnu, are his doorkee-
pers. Therefore, you too, O you who know piety, always
observing Vispu's vow and having given up jealousy and
hypocrisy, view all equally. Always bathe in the morning (when
the Sun is) in (the signs of) Libra, Capricornus and Aries, and
maintaining a Tulasi-grove observe the Ekiadasi-vow. Always
worship brahmanas, cows, and Visnpu’s devotees. Do not eat
masura (pulse), gruel made from fermentation of boiled rice and
egg-plants. O Dharmadatta, by devotion to him (i.e. Visnu)
you too, on your death obtain that highest position of Visnu, as
we (have obtained). Sacrifices, gifts and (visits to holy places)
are not superior to your vow (commenced) from birth and
pleasing Visnu. O best brahmana, you are lucky that you have
observed this vow which gratifies the lord of the world, having
got the fruit of which this meritorious one is taken by us to the
world of Vispu.

Narada said:

30-32. Having thus instructed that Dharmadatta, the two,
getting into the aeroplane, went with Kalaha to Visnu’s abode.
Dharmadatta also, being convinced, observed the vow and on
his death went, accompanied by his two wives, to that place of
the lord. One who duly listens to his account which took place
in ancient times, his mind, by the favour of the lord of the
world, becomes disposed to rcach Visnu’s proximity.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN

The Greatness of Krsna and Veni

Prthu said:

1-2. You told (me) that formerly Kalaha came out of the
body of the merchant on the bank (of the confluence) of Krspa
and Veni (and went) with the attendants of Siva and Visnu.
(Now) O you who know Dharma, tell me about the greatness
of the two rivers and that place. 1 have a curiosity about it.

Narada said:

3-8a. Krsnd is actually the dark-bodied one, and Veni is
god Siva. (Even) the Four-faced (Brahma) is not able to describe
the greatness of their confluence. Yet, I shall tell you about
their origin. Listen to it. Formerly in the age of Caksusa Manu,
Manu’s grandfather (i.e. Brahma) was ready to perform a sacri-
fice on the charming peak of the Sahya mountain. Surrounded
by hosts of all gods, and with Visnu and Siva, he after making
the preparation for the sacrifice, went to the peak of that moun-
tain. At the time (sacred to) god Brahma (i.e. the early part of
the day) the hosts of sages like Bhrgu gathered there to initiate
him. Then, through the brahmanas Visnu called the elder wife
Svari. When she was coming slowly, Bhrgu said to Visnu:

Bhrgu said:

8b-9a. O Visnu, you called Svara; but she is not coming
quickly. This is the transgression of the auspicious moment.
How can the rite of initiation be done?

Visnu said:

9b-10a. If Svara is not coming quickly, then put Gayatri
here (i.c. in her place). Can this wife of him also not join him in
the meritorious deed?

Narada said :

10b-13. Rudra also, in the same way, approved of Visnu’s
words. That Bhrgu, hearing those words, seated Gayatri to the
right of Brahmi, and performed the rite of initiation. O king,
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while they were duly performing the rite of initiation of Brahma,
Svara came to the place of the sacrifice. Seeing Gayatri initiated
with Brahmi, Svari due to jealousy for her co-wife, angrily
said (these) words:

Svara said:

14-16. (When) those that do not deserve to be honoured,
are honoured, and those that deserve to be honoured are ignored,
three (inauspicious things) take place there: famine, death, fear.
You have seated this younger one on my seat. Therefore, all of
you, being devoid of consciousness will have various forms.
Since she has sat on my seat, on the right (of Brahma), there-
fore let her have a body of a river invisible to the people.

Narada said:

17-18. Then hearing that curse, Gayatri trembled; and
getting up, she, though restrained by gods, cursed that Svara.
“As Brahma is your husband, so he is also mine. You have in
vain cursed me. You too (will) become a river.”

Narada said:

19. Then all gods led by Siva and Visnu felt grief; saluting
(by prostrating) like a staff on tihe ground, they requested
Svara:

The gods said.:

20-21. O goddess, since you have cursed all of us like
Brahma, if we all become devoid of consciousness and turn into
rivers, then these three worlds will certainly perish. You have
acted imprudently. Therefore, withdraw this curse.

Svara said.:

22-24. O best gods, since at the commencement of the
sacrifice you did not worship the lord of the attendants (i.e.
Ganesa), therefore this obstacle, due to my anger, has indeed
come up. Nor again, these words of me will be untrue. There-
fore, with your portions dulled, turn into rivers. We, the two
co-wives, shall become two rivers, flowing into the west, by
means of our portions, O gods.
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Narada said:

25-31. O king, then hearing her words Brahma, Visnu
and Siva became dulled and turned into rivers just by means of
their portions. Visnu became Krsnd, and god Siva Veni.
Brahma then separately became Gangid having humps (of
wavces). The wise gods also, having dulled their portions, became
good rivers separately (flowing) from the peaks of Sahya moun-
tain. The best rivers, (formed) with the portions of gods, flowed
into the east. Gayatri and Svara joined together, flowing west-
ward, came to be called Savitri. Both Visnu and Siva appointed
at that sacrifice, became (known) by the names Mahabala and
Atibala. O king, I am not able to describe the greatness of the
two rivers. Gods like Brahma went (from the place) and remain,
through their portions, as rivers. Every act of him who listens
with devotion to this great (account of) Krspa, removing sins
or causes (others) to hear it, would become meritorious, and
gets the fruit due to seeing her and bathing in her (water).

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWELVE
Portions of Merit and Demerit That Go to Others

Sri Krsna said:

1-5. Hearing these words of him, Prthu, with his mind
amazed, devoutly honoured Narada and allowed him to go, O
dear one. Therefore, this triad of vows—the two in Méagha and
Kartika, and the one of Ekadasi—is very dear to me. To me
Tulasi among plants is dear, Kartika among months is dear,
Ekadasi among days is dear, and Dvaraka among the holy
places is dear. He who with his senses conquered resorts to
these, becomes dear to me; not like that (i.e. so dear) with
sacrifices etc. He who is devoted to these, should not, due to
my grace, he afraid of sins as a rule.
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Satyabhama said:

6-8. O lord what you told me, viz. that Kalaha was eman-
cipated by the religious merit given by others, causes wonder.
This month of Kartika having such efficacy, is dear to you,
since due to bath and (giving) gifts (in that month) sins like
cheating one’s master have gone (i.e. go). O lord, if onc gets
the religious merit given by another person, then in what way
does a man get the religious merit not given to him?

Sr1 Krsna said:

9-29. Listen properly with which act men reccive religious
merit and sins not given to them. The region, the village and
the families should have the portion of (the fruit of) acts etc.
But in Kali-age only the doer gets the fruit of the religious
merit or the sin. This arrangement is said (to obtain) even
when no contact takes place. Know as to how religious merit
and sins pass (to another person) through contact. Due to
being paired together, going together, eating from the same
pot, a man would duly get half the portion of religious merit
or sin. A man always gets onc-fourth portion of the religious
merit or sin (of another person) through teaching, acting as a
priest at a sacrifice, or cating (after sitting) in the same linc, A
man gets one-sixth portion of the religious merit or sin (of
another) through (sitting on) the same seat, same vehicle, and
due to the contact of (another man’s) breath with his body. A
man always gcts one-tenth portion of the religious merit and
sins (of another person) through touching (him), talking (to
him) or praising (that) other person. A man would obtain one-
hundredth portion of the religious merit or sin of another
person by seeing, listening to, or thinking in his mind about
him. He who censures another person, acts wickedly towards
him or disregards him, gets (the fruit of) the sin committed by
him, and gives him his own religious merit. A person, except
the wife, a hired servant and a disciple of the man who does
meritorious acts, serving him, and not getting the money in
accordance with his service would also share the religious merit
of him (who is served) in licu of his service. A waiter at
meals who ignores serving a man taking food after sitting
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in the same line as others, would share one-sixth of his sin.
He who, while bathing or performing sandhya prayer etc.,
would touch or speak (with another person), would very
certainly give one-sixth of his religious merit to that person.
Another person who gives money to a person who asks for
it for a religious purpose would get the fruit due to his (i.e.
latter’s) religious merit. He who performs a religious act
after snatching another’s wealth, incurs sin, and the fruit
due to that (religious act) goes to the person having money
(and giving it for the religious purpose). A rich man shares in
proportion with his wealth the religious merit of the man who
dies without repaying the money (borrowed from the rich man
for the religious act). One who gives an idea, one who appro-
ves of it, one who gives the implement, one who compels,
would obtain one-sixth portion of the religious merit or sin. A
king would take out from his subjects one-sixth portion of their
religious merit or sin. A preceptor would obtain half the portion
of the religious merit from (i.e. of) his disciple; a husband
(would obtain half the portion of the religious merit) of his
wife, a father of his son, and a wife also (would obtain half the
portion of the religious merit) of her husband. She, pleasing
him, always behaves according to his mind (i.e. desire). The
giver of a gift for the man who gives gifts with the hand of
(i.e. through) another person, except a hired servant or his
son, would extract one-sixth portion (of the religious merit of
the donor). He who gives subsistence would extract one-sixth
of the portion of him to whom the subsistence is given, pro-
vided he does not make him serve himself or any other
(person). .
Sri Krsna said:

30. In this way, the religious merit and sins carned by

others, always go, though not given (to others). Listen to this
excellent account, which is old, and which gives great religious

merit,
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED THIRTEEN

Dhanesvara’s Story

Sri Krsna said:

1-12. Formerly there was a brahmana named Dhane§vara
who lived in the city of Avanti. He had fallen from the status
of a brahmapa. was addicted to sins, and was very wicked. He
sold liquor, blankets, hide, and behaved falsely. His mind was
addicted to stealing, prostitutes, drinking and gambling. That
Dhaneévara, going from one region to another for selling
(these articles), sometime went to Mahismati city. It was
fashioned formerly by Mahisa. By its rampart shone Narmada
that destroyed sins. Seeing there men observing Kartika-vow
and coming from different directions, he, selling (his articles)
stayed there for a month. He, everyday wandering on the bank
of Narmada for selling (his articles), saw brahmanas who
bathed (in the river) and were engaged in muttering hymns and
worshipping deities. Everywhere Dhanesvara, full of curiosity
saw some men reciting a Purana, someengaged in listening to it,
some engaged in eulogising Vispu with dancing, singing and
musical instruments, some having marks (like a conch etc. in
honour) of Visnu, and some having on their persons garlands
and Tulasi. He, wandering there everyday, due to seeing and
coming in contact with Visnu's devotees, heard the name of
Visnu etc. On his way lie who resided there for a month, saw
(people) keeping awake (in honour) of Visnu at the time of the
concluding rite of Kartika-vow. On the full-moon day he saw
the worship of two kinds, so also presents and meals and offer-
ing of lights done by the observers of the vow. Then at the
time of the sunset he saw the ceremony of illumination done
for pleasing the enemy of Tripura (i.e. Siva).

13-17a. Since on that day Siva burnt the three cities (of
Tripura), therefore, a great festival is celebrated by the devo-
tees on that day. All the religious rites of him who would dis-
criminate between me and Siva, would undoubtedly be fruitless.
That Dhanesvara, seeing dance etc. there, wandered. Just then
he was bitten by ablack serpent and deprived of strength he
dropped. Men seeing him fallen, and full of pity, surrounded
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him. Then they sprinkled his face with water mixed with Tulasi.
Then, when his body dropped (i.e. he died), Yama’s servants
bound him, and angrily tormented him with strokes of whips,
and took him to Sarhyamini (Yama’s city). Seeing him Citra-
gupta chided him and told Yama the bad deeds done by him
from his childhood.

Citragupta said:

17b-19a. No good deed of (i.e. done by) him since his
childhood is nogiced. O Sun’s son, his bad deeds cannot be des-
cribed even in many years. O lord, this one appears to be just
sin incarnate. Therefore, till the time of the final deluge he
should be roasted in hell.

Sri Krsna said:

19b-20a. Hearing these words, Yama showing his form
resembling the fatal fire, angrily said to his servants:

Yama said:

20b-21a. O you wholook after the dead, take him torment-
ing him with your iron clubs. Quickly put him into Kumbhipaka
(hell) having the sound of the boiling of oil.

21b-25a. When he was thrown there, Kumbhipika became
cool, as when in olden times Prahlada was thrown into it.
Seeing that great wonder, the official looking after the dead was
amazed. He speedily came and told it to Yama. Yama heard
the curious thing told by the official looking after the dead.
Saying, “Oh, what is it?” he thought (over it) properly. Just
then Narada, smiling, came there quickly. He was properly
honoured by Yama after seeing him. He said these words:

Narada said:

25b-34. O Sun’s son, heis not fit to suffer in hells, since his
acts are those that keep away hell. That man who would see,
touch or talk to those who do meritorious acts, obtains one-
sixth of the merit of those doing meritorious deeds. Since he had
innumerable contacts with the observers of the Visnu vow in
Kartika for a month, therefore he shares a portion of their
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religious merit. Since he served them, he enjoys the entire reli-
gious merit of the vow. Therefore, his religious merit due to the
Kartika-vow cannot be measured, (since) Vispu, to whom good
devotees are dear, does destroy even the major sins ofsthose
who observe the Kartika-vow. Since in the end (i.e. at the time
of his death) he was favoured by Visnu’s devotees by repeating
the names (of Visnu) and by sprinkling water mixed with Tulasi
(-leaves), therefore he is not be roasted in a hell. Therefore, with
his sins destroyed, he deserves to get a good position. As due
to deliberate or non-deliberate sins one has to spffer from tor-
ment in hell, in the same way one has to enjoy pleasures in
heaven. Therefore, he who unintentionally got the religious
merit, would, living in the stock of yaksa, see all hells and
would undergo the fruit of his sins.

When Narada, after speaking like this left, Yama, realising
his religious merit on hearing his (i.e. Narada’s) words, again
took the brahmana through his servant showing him all groups
of hell.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FOURTEEN

The Seven Hells Shown to DhanesSvara

Sri Krsna said:

1. Then Yama’s servant, the official looking after the dead,
took Dhanesvara and showed him all hells.

The official looking after the dead said:

2-24. O Dhanesvara, see all these very fearful hells into
which sinners are always roasted by Yama’s servants. This hell,
appearing fearful, is called Taptavaluka in which those sinners
whose bodies are burnt, cry. Those men who do not honour the
guests emaciated with hunger, who have come to their house after
having made an offering to all deities, are roasted here due to
their acts. Those who have kicked the preceptor, fire, brah-
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manas, deities, those that are crowned, have their feet burnt.
This hell has six divisions, and is reached by those who have
committed various sins. Similarly this is the great hell (called)
Andhatamisra. O brahmana, see the body (of a man) due to his
sinful act, is being pierced by insects of fierce mouths that have
come in contact with him. This also has six divisions. In them
sinful human beings are roasted with their vitals pierced by
horses, crows, beasts and birds. The third hell is Krakaca,
appearing fierce, where the sinful human beings are cut with
swords. It has six divisions like (the one having) the Asipatra-
grove. Those men who separate (others) from their wives, sons
etc., so also with other beloved persons, are roasted here. The
sinners, crying and running here and there through fear of being
cut with blades of swords, are roasted here. See (them). This
fourth hell is called Argala. See. Those sinners, being bound by
Yama’s servants with various kinds of nooses, and being killed
with iron clubs, are crying here. Those sinful men who oppose
good men and brahmanas in this world are roasted here after
their necks etc. are seized by Yama’s servants. This also is a
hell having six divisions like Vadha, etc. See this fifth hell
called Kutasalmali, where, O brahmana, there are salmali and
other trees resembling charcoal, where those men who are
always engaged in adultery, snatching others’ wealth and trea-
chery, are roasted cruelly in six ways. See this sixth wonderful
hell (called) Raktapiiya where men committing sins are roasted
with their faces turned down. These have eaten prohibited
articles, and were engaged in censuring others and wickedness.
Being pierced and killed, they are crying in fearful tones. This
also is having bad smells of six kinds. O Dhanesvara, see this
seventh hell appearing fierce and called Kumbhipaka. It is
divided into six by means of articles like oil. Here great sinners
are, for many thousand years, boiled by plunging them and
taking them out (of the oil) by Yama’s servants. These Raurava
hells are said to be forty plus two. See them. A non-deliberate
sin is called sSuska, and a deliberate one ardra. The hells are
of two kinds depending upon the two varieties, ardra and Suska.
They have eightyfour separate divisions. That which is of a non-
specific or general nature, resulting in a person’s not being
allowed to dine in the same line, and arising from pollution, and
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resulting in one’s exclusion from his caste is said to be a minor
sin.

25-26. A very heinous sin! is a major sin said to be divided
into seven divisions. One by one they are roasted in these
seven (hells). Due to your collection of religious merit as you
had contact with the observers of the Kartika-vow, you were
taken out of them.

Sri Krsna said:

27-29. Thus showing him the hells, the official looking
after the dead, took Dhanesvara to the Yaksa-world; then he
lived there. He is the follower of Kubera, and is known as
Dhanayaksa, and after him Vi§vamitra has fashioned a holy
place at Ayodhya. This Kartika-vow is having such an efficacy,
gives pleasures and salvation. By seeing an observer of this vow
even he who has committed many sins, gets salvation.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN

Asvattha and Vata Praised as Gods in Disguise

Sita said

1-4. Speaking like this to Satyabhama, very dear to him,
Vasudeva went to his mother’s house to offer evening prayer,
etc. This Kartika is said to be powerful like this, destroying sins,
always making one dear to Visnu and always giving pleasures
and salvation. Keeping awake (in honour) of Visnpu, bathing in
the morning, using Tulasi (leaves etc.), concluding the vow, and
offering light—these are the vows (to be observed) in Kartika.
The Kartika-vow is complete with these five vows. The fruit
that one gets is said to be pleasures and salvation.

The sages said:
5-7. O Raumaharsana, this religious act of Kartika is said
1. Mahapdpa—a great, or heinous sin. Murder of a brahmana, drinking

liquor, stealing, violating the preceptor’s bed (i.e. his wife), and company of
those who commit these sins are great sins.
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to be dear to Visnu, giving great fruit, properly purifying and
destroying sins. When it comes, it should be necessarily obser-
ved duly by men desiring salvation, or desiring enjoyments. If
this is so, how should a man observing a vow, who is in a
difficulty, who is in an impervious forest, or is suffering from
diseases, observe the auspicious Kirtika vow?

Sita said.:

8-20. O best sages, listen. I shall tell all about it as to how
it should be observed, since it is extremely fruitful. In a temple
of Visnu or Siva, or in any other temple in the absence of a
temple of Visnu or Siva, a man should keep awake (in honour)
of Visnu. If a man is in an impervious forest to which he
might have gone by day, he should observe it under the rootof
an Asvattha tree or even in Tulasi-groves. A man, by singing
(songs) mainly containing Visnu’s names, near Visnu, obtains
the fruit of presenting a thousand cows. A man playing upon a
musical instrument will obtain the fruit of a Vajapeya (sacrifice),
and a dancer that of bathing at all holy places. A man who
gives wealth will obtain all this religious merit of them. He would
get one-sixth portion by praising and seeing (the deity). O (sages),
if one whois in a calamity, does not get a watery (place) for
bathing, or one is diseased, he should purify himself with (the
recital of) the names of Visnu. He who after observing the vow
is unable to conclude it (duly), should, according to his capacity,
feed brahmanas for the (proper) completion of the vow. Since it
gives great fruit, it should never be abandoned by men.
Brahmanas are the form of Visnu whose form is not manifest
on the earth. By their being pleased he is well pleased on the
earth. If he is not able to present a lamp, he should light others’
lamps. Or he should carefully protect them from wind etc. In
the absence of Tulasi he should worship a brahmana, Vispu’s
devotee, since Visnu is always present in his devotees. In the
absence of all (this) the observer of the vow should serve
brahmanas, cows and worship Asvattha and Vata trees for the
completion of the vow.

The sages said .
21. How do you equate Asvattha and Vata trees with a cow
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and a brahmana? How do you take them to be more venerable
than all (other) trees?

Sita said.:

22-23. There is no doubt that lord Visnu is of the form of
Agévattha, Vata is Rudra’s form, and Palasa has taken up
Brahma’s form. Seeing, worshipping and serving them is said to
remove sins. These certainly destroy grief, diseases and the
wicked.

The sages said:

24. O you omniscient one, tell (us) how Brahma, Visnu and
Siva became trees. We have a great doubt about it.

Sita said:

25-26. Formerly, it is said, gods sent Agni in a brihmana’s
form to create an obstacle when Siva and Parvati were cohabit-
ing. Then that Parvati, trembling and angry due to being
deprived of the sexual pleasure, angrily cursed the gods.

Parvati said:

27-29. Even these worms and insects know the sexual
pleasure. O gods, you will obtain the condition of plants due to
having obstructed it.

Thus that Parvati of an angry mind, cursed the gods. There-
fore, all hosts of gods have become trees. Therefore, O chief
sages, both these Visnu and Siva have become A$vattha and
Vata (trees). Asvattha has become fit to be touched on a Satur-
day and not fit to be touched (on other days) due to contact of

Sani with Visnu.
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CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SIXTEEN

Alaksmi’s Episode

The sages said:

1. O Siita, how has this Aévattha tree become untouchable,
and similarly how has it become fit to be touched on a Saturday?
Please tell us all this in detail.

Siita said:

2-3. Outof the gems that the lordly gods obtained after
churning the ocean, the gods gave Laksmiand Kaustubha to
Visnu. When he accepted Laksmi as his wife, she respectfully
said to him having the disc in his hand.

Laksmi said:

4-5. How will you marry me, the younger one, without getting
this elder one married? Therefore, O Visnu, having first married
this Alaksmi, my elder sister, take me. This is an old practice.

Siita said:

6-10a. Hearing these words of her, Visnu, the creator of
the world, gave according to his own words, to sage Uddalaka
who had practised penance for a very long time, that Alaksmi,
of a big face, white teeth, having a bright body, tall, having red
eyes, and having rough and tawny hair. That sage, in accordance
with Visnu’s words, accepted her and he, knowing Dharma,
brought her to his hermitage full of sounds of (the recital of) the
Vedas, rich with the fragrance of sacrificial fire, and resounding
with the sounds of (the recitals of) lores. Seeing that hermitage,
she who was afflicted, said these words:

Jyestha said:

10b. This abode full of Vedic sounds is not proper for me.
O brahmana, I shall not come here. Take me somewhere else,
Do not delay.

Uddalaka said:
11. Why do you not come? What is here that you don’t
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like? Tell me at which place an abode proper for you would be
(found).

Jyestha said:

12-15. T shall not stay there where the sound of (the recital
of) the Vedas is heard, guests are honoured, and sacrifices etc.
are (performed). So also I shall not stay there where a pair of
lovers live, and where the dead ancestors are honoured. I love
a place where there are men engaged in gambling and taking
away others’ wealth, and where there live adulterers. I am in-
terested in that place where cow slaughter takes place, drinking
is indulged in, so also where sins like the killing of a braihmana
take place.

Suta said:

16-17. Hearing these words of her, sage Uddalaka’s face
was dejected; and recollecting Visnu’s words, he did not say
(anything). He went here and there. Seeing his worship she
said, I will not come™. Then through confusion, he too became
very much afflicted. Then Uddalaka spoke these words to that
Alaksmi:

Uddalaka said:

18. O Alaksmi, stay for a moment at the root of this
Asvattha tree till I return after finding a place for (our) stay.

Sita said:

19-21. Thus keeping her there, Uddalaka went (away).
When she who was waiting for him for a long time did not see
him, she, afflicted due to being forsaken by her husband, wept
piteously. Laksmi, in her abode in Vaikuntha heard her weep-
ing there. Then with her mind dejected, she respectfully said to
Visnu:

Laksmi said:

22. Olord, Okind one, my elder sister is afflicted due to
being forsaken by her husband. If I am dear to you, then go to
console her,
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Siuta said:

23. Then Visnu, full of compassion, came there with
Laksmi, consoled that Alaksmi, and said these words to her:

Sri Visnu said:

24-25. O Alaksmi, being in possession of this Asvattha
tree, be stable. I have made from my portion this abode for
you. May this younger sister of you be stable with those
householders who everyday worship you, the elder one.

Siuta said:

26-28. Those who listen to and recite this (account of) the
greatness of Kartika, would live in Visnu’s city till the final
deluge. There is on the earth no other (vow) than that of
Kartika, dear to Visnu, which removes diseases, which destroys
sins, which is a great giver of intelligence, which is a means of
getting sons, wealth etc., which is the cause of salvation. What
is the use (the need) for going to and resorting to holy places
for the man who, with restraints, observes the Kartika vow
which is dear to Visnu, which destroys all sins, which brings
about prosperity in the form of good sons and grandsons, wealth

and grains?

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN
The Importance of Bathing in Kartika

Sita said:

1. Hearing all these words of Sri Krsna, that noble Satya,
daughter of Satrajit, then said:

Satya said.:
2. Olord, T have not heard the greatness of Kartika in detail.
How is Kartika (said to be) the best of all months?
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Sri Krsna said.

3. You have well asked with respect about the vow of
Kartika. It was formerly told to Saunaka by very nobl¢ Siita.

Sita said:

4. Listen, I shall give the auspicious answer to this question.
Formerly the lord told it to Kartikeya who had asked about it.

Kartikeya said:

5-15. O lord, I, a devotee of Visnu, have heard many
secrets of Visnu told by you. Men have come to the ocean
of mundanc existence, covered with large waves of unhap-
piness. Carefully tell (some story) for their emancipation. So
also, O you best among speakers, tell about the rite of Kartika
and the bath (in it), by which men will cross over the
ocean of unhappiness, O father. Tell me about the greatness of
illumination, of offering mango-sprouts, O you of a good vow,
and the greatness of gopicandana and Tulasi, O lord. Tell me
also about the greatness of jasmine flowers; so also of lotuses;
so also tell about the greatness of dhatri-fruits and damanaka.
O lord, tell about the greatness of ketaki-flowers; so also of
the offering of ecatables, the greatness of a holy place, and the
fruit of the bath in Magha. O best god, tell about the fruit of
eating from palasa-leaves, the fruit of waving the light by
setting right the wick of another’s lamp, O Siva. (Tell me about)
the greatness of the holy place (called) Puskara, so also of
Sikara, O lord; so also the greatnecs of Salagrama, and the
arrangement of the Svastika (symbol). Tell me also about the
fruit of gifts, avoiding others’ food, the fruit of the fast for a
month, and of giving away a couch. O you of a good vow, (tell
me) about the greatness of Dipavali, and of the Prabodhini
(Ekadasi); so also tell me in detail the importance of the five
days from the eleventh to the fifteenth of the bright half of the
month of Kartika.

The lord said:

16-21. O child, you have asked well for emancipating the people.
I shall undoubtedly tell it. There is no other Visnu devotee
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like you. O child, there is no doubt that I am emancipated by a
good son (like) you. You always have a firm devotion to
Visnu. The best brahmana who gives (i.e. tells) the Vaispava
practice to people gets the religious merit obtained by giving
the earth with the ocean. That is not equal even to a croreth
part of (the merit got from the vow of) Kartika. On one side
are all gifts, gifts of cows, all sacrifices with presents, the resi-
dence at Puskara, Kuruksetra, Himalaya, the residence at the
holy place of Mathura, at Varanasi, at Siikara, and on the other
side is Kartika always dcar to Visnu, O child.

Stta said:

22. Speaking like this, O best sage, Siva again spoke these
words: T shall tell you in great dctail the importance of bath-
ing (daily) in (the month of)) Kartika".

The lord said:

23-32. The Kfyta age is said to be of brahmanas, the Treta
age is said to be that of ksatriyas, Dvapara is said to be of
vai§yas and Kali is said to be of Sidras. O child, people
show slackness in taking a bath in the Kali age. Yet 1 shall tell
you about the bath in Kartika and Migha. A man whose
hands, fect, speech, mind are controlled, and who has knowle-
dge. penance and fame (to his credit) enjoys the fruit of (the
visits to) a holy place. These five—one having no faith, a sinful
person, an atheist, onc with a split mind, and a disputant—do
not enjoy the fruit of (the visit to) a holy place. That brahmana
who, getting up in the morning, would always bathe in a holy
place, is free from all sins, and obtains (i. e. goes to) the highest
Brahman. O Kartikeya, thosec who know about a bath, have
said that a bath is of four kinds: Vayavya, Varuna, Divya
and Brahmya. A bath in the evening is Vayavya; a bath in a
sea etc. is Varupa; a bath with hymns recited by brahmanas is
Brahmya; and a divine bath is the onc bright with the water
(directly falling) from the clouds. Of all the baths Viruna is
the best. A brihmana, a ksatriya, a vaisya should take a bath
with the (recital of) hymns. O Kartikeya, a $iidra, so also
women, should bathe silently. A girl, a young women, an old
woman, a man, a woman, a eunuch are free from all sins due to
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a bath (everyday) in Kartika and Magha. Having bathed in
Kartika, they obtain the desired fruit.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN
Siva Answers Kartikeya’s Queries

Sata said:

1. Having approached the listener, viz. Kartikeya, full of
devotion, the bull-bannered lord Siva spoke again.

The lord said:

2-15. Kartika is Visnu's month and the best of all months.
In the Kali age all the thirtythrece gods come together in this
month. In the very prosperous month of Kartika men will give
to a brahmana a cow, gold, silver, land, residence, cows with
full devotion, O you of a good vow. Of all gifts the gift of a
daughter is thc best. Men will duly give their daughter to a
brahmana of the Atri-family. They (willy live in Vaikuntha as
long as the fourteen Indras (rule). When small hair appears (on
the private parts), Soma enjoys a daughter. When she attains
puberty, gandharvas (enjoy her); and when the breasts appear
(prominent), Fire (enjoys her). A man should marry his daugh-
ter as long as she has not attained puberty. Wise men
reccommend a girl’s marriage when she is eight years old. She
should be duly given to a brahmana who 1s well-versed in
sacred learning, possesses moral virtue, has actually studied the
Vedas, and has obscrved celibacy. This is said to be the rule
regarding a daughter to be given (in marriage). He is honoured
in Rudra’s heaven for as many thousand years as the number
of hair on the daughter’s body. (The gift of) a thousand cows
is equal to that of ten bulls. (The gift of) a vehicle is equal to
that of ten bulls. (The gift of) a horse is equal to that of ten
vehicles. The gift of an elephant is superior to the gift of
thousands of horses. The gift of gold is equal to the gift of
thousands of elephants. Giving knowledge is equal to the gift
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of thousands of bharas of gold. The gift of (a piece of) land
is a crorefold superior to giving knowledge. The gift of cows is
superior to thousands of gifts of land. Giving food is superior
to thousands of gifts of cows. All this immobile and mobile
world has food as its support. Therefore, O Kartikeya, one
should with an effort (i.e. should make an effort to) give
(gifts) in Kartika. (These) three are equal gifts, and have equal
fruits—a cow fulfilling all desires, earth (i.e. land) and Sarasvati
(i.e. knowledge).

Kartikeya said:

16. O great god, please tell me other (religious) practices
doing which one having got rid of all (one’s) sins, would be a god.

Sita said:

17. O you treasures of penance, what is the use of praising
it in many ways? Thus asked Siva again commenced speaking:

The lord said:

18-46. He who, observing restraints, avoids others’ food in
Kartika, gets the fruit of the Candrayana (vow). The man who,
noticing that Kartika has arrived, would avoid others’ food day
by day, obtains the fruit of the Krcchra vow. A man should
avoid oil in Kartika; a man should avoid honey in Kirtika; one
should avoid (the use of) bell-metal in Kartika; and one should
especially avoid food prepared for a group. By eating flesh (but)
once (in Kartika) he obtains (i.e. goes to) a demonish stock and is
cooked in feces for sixty thousand years. Freed from that the
sinner is born as a village-pig eating feces. When foods (gener-
ally) indulged m are restricted in Kartika (by a man), he surely
obtains Visnu’s form and a position giving salvation. There is
no (other) month like Kartika and no deity superior to Visnu.
There is no (other) sacred knowledge like the Vedas; there is
no (other) holy place like Ganga; there is no (other) practice
like (that of) truth; there is no (other) age like the Krta (age).
There is no (other) satisfaction like that of the tongue; there is
no (other) pleasurelike that due to giving gifts. There is no
(other) friend like righteousness; there is no (other) luminary
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like the eyes. He who would spend (Kartika), the month dear
to Visnu, without (observing) a vow, should be known to have
fallen from duty and he is born in low stocks. Kartikg is the
best month, always dear to Visnu’s devotees. A holy river
flowing into the sea is difficult to be had for a bath by those
given to bathing (everyday). An unmarried girl belonging to a
noble family and of good character is difficult to be found. A
couple of human beings (of an amiable nature) is difficult to be
found. In the world a (good) mother and especially a (good)
father are difficult to be found. Honour to the good is rare. A
virtuous son is rare. Residence at Dvaraka is difficult to be
accomplished. Krsna’s sight is difficult to be had. A bath in
Gomati is had with difficulty. The Kartika vow is difficult to be
had. O child, the fruit that a man gets by giving (pieces of) land
to brihmanas at (the time of) lunar and solar cclipses is had by
onc who sleeps on the (bare) ground. He should fecd a brihmana
couple and should honour them with unguents. Blankets, gems,
various garments, mattresses filled with cotton should be given
along with bed-sheets. Give a pair of sandals or an umbrella in
the purifying (month of) Kirtika. He who everyday cats from
leaves in Kartika, does not mect with a calamity as long as the
fourteen Indras are ruling. He gets the fruit of all his desirces,
and would get the fruit of (visiting) all holy places. By eating
from paldsa leaves a man does not see (i.e. have) a residence in
hell, since this palasa is actually known to be Brahmi granting
all desired objects. O Kartikeya, in Kartika (a man) should
avoid the middle (palasa) leaf. In the threc leaves (of palasa),
Brahma, Visnu and Siva (reside). He should avoid the divine leaf,
(since) Brahma is excellent Visnu (obscure). By eating from the
remaining leaves he obtains all religious merit. O best sage, by
eating from the middle leaf (of paldsa) and by drinking the milk
of a tawny cow a man would go to hell. A $idra who ignor-
antly drinks the milk of a tawny cow, is purified by giving a
cow to a brahmana in Kartika. Giving sesamum, bathing in a
river, always seeing the good, eating from palasa leaves in
Kartika give salvation. He who observes silence, eats from
palasa leaves, bathes with (river-) water, always forgives, sleeps
on the (bare) ground in Kartika would destroy sin earned during
(many) ages, O Kairtikeya, one who keeps awake before Visnu



Y1.118.47-60 2723

at dawn in Kartika, would obtain the fruit of (giving) a thousand
cows. The fruit which men get by offering food in pitrpaksa (i.e.
dark half of Bhadrapada), and by offering water in Jyestha and
Asadha, is obtained by them in lighting others’ lamps. By
lighting another’s lamp and by serving Visnu’s devotees in
Kartika a man gets the fruit of Rijasiiya and horse sacrifices. He
who does not bathe in a river, does not (tell) tale(s) of Visnu,
does not see Visnu's devotees in Xartika would lose the religious
merit (collected during) ten years. O best sage, (the religious
merit of) that wise man who would remember Puskara through
(physical) act, menially, or through specch, would be a lakh of
crore times more.

47-60. Prayaga in the month of Magha, Puskara in Kartika,
so also Avanti in Vaisikha-month would destroy sin earned
during ages. O Kartikeya, those men are blessed especially in
the Kali age, who by all means serve Visnu everyday. (For him,)
O sage, what is the use of having offered many pindas by means
of (offering) sraddhas etc.? Therc is no doubt that he has
cmancipated his dead ancestors from hell. Those who for (i.e. in
honour of) their dead ancestors give a bath with milk etc. to
Visnu, go to heaven and live there with gods for a crore of
kalpas. O best brahmana, Laksmi does not stay for crores of
existences in the houses of them who have not worshipped the
lotus-eyed Krsna (i.e. Visnu) in Kartika. Those who have not
worshipped Vispu with black or white lotuses are stung, snatched,
have perished and have fallen into the cave of Kali. He who (even)
with one lotus worships the chief of gods, the lord of Laksmi,
destroys sins (collected during) a myriad thousands of years.
The lord of gods, saluted and worshipped with (just) one lotus
would forgive seven hundred thousands of sins. O best sage, he
who would worship Visnu in Kartika with a lakh of Tulasi-
lcaves would obtain a pearl on (i.e. for) every leaf as the fruit.
Visnu, O (my) son, is pleased for crores of thousands of kalpas
with whatever is done (i.e. offered) after being mixed with (i.e.
having) the fragrance of Tulasi. O Kartikeya, Kali does not
touch him who carries in his mouth, on his head or body a Tulasi
(leaf) taken down from (the image of) Vispu (after it was offered
to him). O Kartikeya, he who would sprinkle his body with the
offerings like flowers after taking them down from (the image



2724 Padma Purdna

of) Krsna, becomes free from all diseases and sins also. O (my)
son, undoubtedly the sins of him perish, and diseases of him
come to an end, whose body touches (i.e. is smeared) with the
remaining of the (burnt) charcoal etc. (offered) to Visnu. The
water in a conch, devotion to Visnu, the remains of offerings
like flowers, water (flowing from) the feet (of the image of
Visnu), sandal, the remains of incense remove (the sin of) the
murder of a brahmapa.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED NINETEEN

In Praise of a Fast for a Month

The lord said:

1-3. O best of Visnu’s devotees, listen to the importance of
the (daily) bath in Magha. O you very intelligent one, there is
no (other) devotec of Visnu like you in this world. A man gets
that fruit by a (daily) bath in Magha, which he gets on seeing
Visnu at Cakratirtha or Mathura. He who, with his senses con-
quered, with his mind tranquil, and endowed with moral con-
duct, bathes (everyday) in Magha, does not again come to this
mundane existence.

Sri Krsna said:

4. To you I shall tell about the greatness of (the holy place
called) Siikara, by merely knowing which (a man would) always
have my proximity.

Stta said:

5. Saying so, lord Krsna spoke to Satya in many ways. I
shall tell it (to you). O you (sages) having penance as your
treasure; listen to it.

Sri Krsna said:

6-13. A being, even a donkey, that lives in Visnu’s temple
at Siikara extended over five yojanas, becomes the Four-armed
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(Vispu). The measure of Sikara is laid down to be three
thousand cubits, three hundred cubits and three. O goddess, a
man gets that fruit in half a watch (i.e. three hours), (which he
would get when) he practises penance for sixty thousand years at
another place. The (same) fruit is said (to be obtained) by
tulapurusa dana! in Kuruksetra when the Sun is seized by
Rahu. It is said to be tenfold in Kasi, and would be hundred-
fold in Veni, and said to be thousandfold at the confluence of
Gangia and the ocean. It is said to be endless in Visnu’s
temple at Siikara. A man gives duly a lakh (of gifts) at another
place. (The fruit) would be similar by giving one only at
Siikara. By bathing but once at Siikara, in Veni, and at the
confluence of Ganga and the ocean, a man removes (the sin
of) the murder of a brahmana. Alarka formerly got (the king-
dom of) the earth with the seven islands after hearing the great-
ness of Sikara, O Kartikeya. (O son, go there on the Dvidasi
of the bright half of Margasirsa.)

Kartikeya said:

14-16. O lord, I desire to listen to (the description of) the
best of vows; so also the proper manner and the fruit of a fast
for a month. (So also I desire to hear) how it should be observ-
ed by men, what would be (the way of) observing the vow, (how)
it is duly commenced and duly completed. O Mahesvara, tell

me in detail how many times this vow, giving happiness and
wealth, is to be observed, O sinless one.

Sri Rudra said:

17-29. O Kartikeya, since you have asked all this with
devotion, listen to me explaining it, O best among the intelli-
gent. As Visnu is the greatest of the gods, as the Sun is the
greatest of the luminaries, as Meru is (the greatest) of the moun-
tains, as Garuda is the greatest among the birds, as Ganga is
(the greatest) of the holy places, as vaisya is (the greatest) of
the subjects, similarly observing the fast for a month is the
greatest among the vows. He who observes the fast for a month

1. Tuldpurusa—Gift to a brahmana of as much gold or silver as equals
the weight of one’s body.
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would obtain the religious merit due to all vows, all holy places
and gifts. A man does not get that religious merit by means of
various sacrifices like Agnistoma in which many presents are
given as he gets by observing the fast for a month. Thatman
who observes the fast for a month according to the rule has
(indeed) muttered (hymns), has offered oblations (into fire), has
given (gifts), has observed penance, has made oblations to his
dead ancestors. Dedicating a sacrifice to me, Visnu, and wor-
shipping me, and then receiving an order from his preceptor he
should observe thefast for a month. Having observed all vows (in
honour) of Visnuand observed the auspicious (vow) of Dvadasi etc.
he should observe the fast for a month. O brahmana, after having
observed the vows like Atikrcchra, Paraka,! and Candrayana
he should fast for a month by the order of his preceptor. Having
observed a fast on the Ekadasi of the bright half of Asvina, he
should take up this vow for thirty days. A man who worships
Visnu and fasts for the entire month of Kartika would enjoy
the fruit in the form of salvation. In the temple of Visnu he
should three times a day devoutly worship Visnu with the fra-
grant flowers of malati (jasmine), blue lotuses, arka flowers,
lotuses, (other) flowers, usira-roots, camphor etc. and with the
offerings of eatables, cakes, lights etc. aftersmearing (the lord’s
image) with excellent sandal.

30-43. A man, a woman or a widow, having great devotion
and with his/her senses conquered, should worship the Garuda-
bannered god (Visnu) with mind, deeds and words and should
day and night utter the names of Visnu. He should devoutly
and without false words utter Visnu’s praise. Full of compas-
sion for all beings, of a tranquil temperament, harmless, sleep-
ing and sitting on a seat outside he should narrate (the praise
of) Visnu. He should avoid recollection, sight, enjoying frag-
rant articles and talking of food, and should give up (taking)
morsels. He should avoid smearing his body with oil, smearing
his head with oil, (chewing) tambiila, smearing his body when
he is observing the vow, and should avoid everything that is
prohibited. While observing the vow he should not touch any-

S

1. Paraka—Name of a vow of religious penance said to consist in fasting
for twelve days and nights, keeping the mind attentive and organs subdued.
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thing and should not disturb anyone doing a deed. A house-
holder, remaining in a temple, should certainly observe the
vow. A man, a good woman or a widow, having duly observed
the fast for a month, should worship Visnu properly. With his
mind controlled and senses conquered, he should observe this
vow without anything wanting or adding for thirty days and
should observe the fast for a month, and then on the Dvadasi
(day) he should worship the auspicious Garuda-bannered (god).
He should worship him with garlands of flowers, sandal,
incense, and by besmearing (his image). A man should please
Visnu with clothes, ornaments and (by playing upon) musical
instruments. With water (from) holy (places mixed) with
sandal he should devoutly bathe (the image of) Visnu. He
should (worship) the image besmeared with sandal and adorned
with incense and flowers. Having fed best brihmanas (and
pleased them) with gifts of garments etc. he should give them
daksina (i.e. presents), and saluting them he should apologise to
them. Having thus fasted for a month, and having worshipped
Visnu, and having fed the brahmanas, he is honoured in
Visnu’s heaven. Thus he should engage thirteen brahmanas.
Listen to the manner in which he should dismiss them at the
end of the fast for a month. Fasting on the Ekadasi day he
should perform a sacrifice (in honour) of Visnu.

44-53. Having with the permission of his preceptor wor-
shipped the lord of gods, he should, according to his capacity,
worship the preceptor. Then saluting the brahmanas of a pure
family and character and devoted to Visnu’s worship, he should
feed them. Then he should honour them all. Having fed
thirteen briahmanas, he should salute and honour the best
brahmanas with tambila, pairs of garments, food coverings,
yogapattas, threads, sacred threads, and then he should get
fashioned a bed furnished with a cover, well-covered, beautiful,
excellent, with pillows and decorated. Then, having according
to his capacity got fashioned his golden image, he should put it
on the bed after worshipping it with garlands etc. On the bed
he should put a seat, wooden sandals, an umbrella, a pair of
garments and shoes, and pure flowers. Having thus made the
bed, and having saluted those brahmanas, he should request the
brahmanpas for their consent and say: “I am going to Visnu’s
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world.” Then the best man would go to Visnu’s healthy abode.
He should repeatedly say to the brahmanas seated in the pavi-
lion: “O best brahmanas, may all that is without the *(proper)
hymns and (proper) acts, be fully accomplished due to the
favour of your words.” [ have (thus) properly told (you) the
manner of (observing) the vow of the fast for a month.

CHAPTER ONE HUNDRED TWENTY
The Greatness of Salagrama

Sita said:

1. Hearing thesc words, Kartikeya again asked about the
worship of Silagrima. O you having penance as your wealth,
listen to it again.

Kartikeya said:

2. O lord, O greatest among the meditating saints, I have
heard about all religious practices. O lord, tell me in detail
about the worship of Salagrama.

The lord said -

3-23. Well, well, I shall tell you what you ask, O you very
intelligent one; O dear to me, listen to it. O you noble-hearted
Kartikeya, on a Silagrima stone the three worlds with the
mobile and immobile always stay together. He who has seen,
saluted, bathed and worshipped it, would get religious merit as
the fruit, a crorefold more, of sacrifices, and that of the gift of a
crore of cows. O child, he who has always drunk the water (flow-
ing) from Vispu’s Salagrima, has cutoff the very tormenting stay
in the embryo. O son, even he, always attached to passion and
without devotion, would become Visnu after worshipping a Sala-
grama stone. The round Silagrama stone, when remembered,
glorified, meditated upon, worshipped and saluted, destroys a
crore (of sins). As the herds of beasts in a forest go (away)
through fear on seeing a lion, so sins in large numbers go
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(away) on seeing a Salagrima stone. A man saluting with or
without devotion a Salagrima stone at the time of its worship
would obtain salvation. A man who everyday worships the
Sé.lagrama stone, has no fear of Yama, so also of death and
birth. A man who, in the Kali age greatly devoted, everyday
worships the Salagrima stone with sandal, water for washing
the feet, respectful offerings, offerings of catables, lights, incen-
ses, unguents, songs, musical instruments and hymns, enjoys
for thousands of crores of kalpas in the abode of Visnu. How
can those men, my devotees on the earth, have manhood (i.e.
birth as a human being) who have devoutly saluted Salagrima?
Those of my devotees, the most sinful ones, who do not salute
my lord, Visnu, are not my devotees, being deluded by sins.
Even he, being my devotee, who eats on the Ekadasi day,
harms me, and goes to the Andhatamisra hell. One should
touch my (symbol, the) Phallus. No other purification is told
for him. That day which is dear to Visnu, is dear to me. That
mortal who would not fast on that day, is a sinner and worse
than a candila. O son, I always live in the Silagraima stone.
The god, being pleased, has given me that place. That fruit
which is obtained by worshipping me with thousands of lotuses
is obtained, a crore times more, by worshipping a Silagrama
stone. Those men who have not worshipped a Salagrama stone
in the mortal world, have not worshipped and saluted me. O
Kartikeya, he who worships me before a Silagrama stone, has
worshipped me for twentyone yugas. What is the use of wor-
shipping hundreds of Lingas (i.e. my symbols) without devotion
to Visnu? If the round Salagrama stone is not worshipped, then,
O son, offerings of eatables, leaves, flowers, fruits, water, offered
to me, is not fit.

24-51a. Everything in front of a Silagrama stone is purified.
A man eating the eatables offered to another deity would
observe the Candrayana(-vow, i.e. would get its fruit). (But) by
eating the eatables offered to Visnu, he would obtain the fruit of
a crore of sacrifices. There is no doubt that by means of the
water flowing from the feet of god (Visnu), so also by means of
the water in aconch, (men) having committed a crore of mur-
ders are purified. He whe being a devotee of Siva, would not
honour a devotee of Visnu, so also his hater, goes to (and lives
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in) hell as long as the fourteen Indras (rule). He in whose
house a householder rests for a while, drinks nectar for eight
ages of Brahma. Mean men, avoiding Krsna’s worship, perish
in the painful forest of the mundane existence for thousands of
crores of years. By means of worshipping the Lingas coming up
from Silagrima stones, through love, men devoid of Samkh-
ya or Yoga, obtain salvation. That fruit which would be got
by seeing crores of my Lingas, worshipping or eulogising them,
would be (obtained) (just) on (worshipping) the Salagrama
stone. There are twelve stones coming up (i.e. formed) from
the Salagrama. Listen to the religious merit of him who wor-
ships them daily. The religious merit (obtained by) worshipping
thousands of crores of Lingas on the bank of Jahnavi, by living
for eight yugas at Kasi, would be had in one day (by worship-
ping the Silagrama). Then (what would be the religious merit)
of a man who would worship it for many (days)? I or deities like
Brahma do not endeavour to measure it. Therefore, O son, my
devotees should do devoutly, to please me, the worship of
a Silagrama stone. At that place where Visnu in the form of
a Salagrama stone lives, live gods, demons, yaksas, and the
fourteen worlds. That fruit which a man would get by means of
all the crores of recitals (of the names) of deities, would be got
by the good deed, viz. recital (of the names) of Visnu, in the
Kali age. His dead ancestors once gratified with a pinda in
front of the Salagrama stone live (in Vaikuntha). They cannot
be counted. For those men who devoutly drink the water drop-
ping from the Silagrima stone, what is the use of drinking
thousands of the paficagavyas (i.e. the five products obtained
from a cow)? When an expiation has succeeded after having
drunk the water (flowing) from Visnu’s feet. what is the use of
(giving) gifts, observing fasts, and properly practising Candra-
yana vows? What is the use of worshipping crores of other
deities for him who fashions an image of Visnu lying in water in
a tank? They say ‘Gods have Visnu as their chief’. O son, for
the fruit of every religious act, there is a limit. (But) there is
absolutely no measure of the fruit of the worship of the Sila-
grama stone. He who gives a stone of (i.e. sacred to) Visnu
originating from Sélagréma to a brahmana, a devotee of Visnu,
has performed hundreds of sacrifices. Even though he stays at
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home, he has everyday bathed in Ganga. He has bathed at all
holy places, and is initiated for all sacrifices. One should do
sprinkling with water flowing from a Salagriama stone. O Karti-
keya, there are stones in heaven, in the mortal world, and in the
nether world. But there is no (other) stone like the Salagrama
stone. The life of him in the world of human beings, difficult to
obtain, who everyday gives a prastha of sesamum is fruitful. He
gets that fruit by worshipping a Silagrima stone. A leaf, a
flower, a fruit, water, a root or so also a blade of diirvi offered
to the Salagrama become equal to Meru. A man may be without
a rite or having no (religious) act or hymns; butif he hasa
mark of the disc on his arm, he gets the proper fruit as is told in
the sacred texts. All that I have seenin Visnu as destroying
affliction, I shall tell you, O son. “O Visnu, where do you stay?
What is your prop? What is your resort? O god, how are (can)
you (be) pleased? Tell me all that.”

Sri Krsna said:

51b-73. O Siva, T always stay in the stone produced in
Salagraima. Listen to my names which are there on the chariot-
wheel mark. If on the wheel resembling an opening, there is no
hole, then that should be known as Visnu, pure and very hand-
some. That which has a long size, a cavity and many holes, is
Pradyumna, having the Sun’s face and of bright lustre. Anirud-
dha has a yellow lustre, is round and very beautiful, is marked
with three lines at the opening, and has a mark of a lotus. God
Narayana is dark, has a raised wheel of the navel, has long
lines, and has a cavity on the right side. One should know that
a stone having an opening above, and beautiful, is of the form
of Visnu, giving desired objects, salvation, and especially wealth.
The highest lord has a white lustre and is endowed with a lotus
and a disc. On its surface are a round figure and very many
holes. Similarly Visnu is of a dark complexion on the basic,
very beautiful disc (like figure). Similarly on the opening, in the
middle part, a line is noticed. Kapila, Narasimha has a large
disc and is very beautiful. He should be worshipped with celi-
bacy; otherwise he creates difficulties. Vardha has strength as
his symbol, the two discs are said to be un~ven. He resembles a
sapphire, has three li